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Quick Survey


Circle the number below that is most appropriate.


1. The information provided in this newsletter helps me stay informed about what’s happening in the neighborhood and I feel more connected to my neighbors as a result.   


Strongly Disagree  1   2   3   4   5  Strongly Agree


2. I look forward to receiving this newsletter and always read it cover to cover. 


Strongly Disagree  1   2   3   4   5  Strongly Agree


3. The articles in this newsletter cover topics for the neighborhood that matter to me most.


Strongly Disagree  1   2   3   4   5  Strongly Agree


PNA would like to hear from you!


Please feel free to make a comment on the back of this cutout and mail or drop off to Lori Kahn at 966 Camellia Way.  Email is also welcome.








Meet Your Neighbor:  Darrell Linthacum








Next Primrose Quarterly Meeting


Thursday November 9th from 7 – 8:30pm


at the West San Jose Community Center (corner of Boynton and Williams)


Special presentation on Safety in the Home


by your neighbor Darrell Linthacum


Dinner will be provided – RSVP to Abbie Oey (243-4023) by Tuesday November 3rd








PNA general boundaries





Saratoga Ave.





Daffodil Way





Blackford Ave.





Williams Rd.





About Our Organization…





Primrose Neighborhood Association was formed in April 2002 as an offshoot from the Blackford NAC (Neighborhood Action Committee) which was formed as part of the San Jose Strong Neighborhood Initiative (SNI) in order to define and prioritize improvements for the area. 





PNA goals are to: 


1) Continually identify, fund, and monitor community improvement projects, and


2) Support the communications and collaboration between residents, property owners, business owners, schools, churches, police, local government, and other organizations serving our community.





Meet Darrell Linthacum – longtime resident on Manzanita Drive and active participant in the Primrose Neighborhood Association.  At the follow-up preparedness meeting in September, Darrell offered to share his expertise with the neighborhood regarding safety in the home at the next meeting.  This presentation will describe items that are used in and around the home that are chemically unsafe.  The classification, use, storage, and disposal of toxic chemicals will be discussed.  Darrell will also provide information on general safety around the home, including many aspects overlooked in daily living.  In particular, he will focus on child safety for grandparents (when grandkids visit). 


Darrell has taught Chemistry for the Campbell Union High School District from September 1961 to June 1990 and part-time at West Valley College since September 1963.  He has lived on Manzanita since December 1962 with his wife Carol, to whom he has been married for 46 years.  They now have four grandchildren: two boys ages 4 and 7 and two girls ages 4 and 5.


Please come hear Darrell’s engaging presentation at the November 9th Primrose meeting which is also PNA’s annual dinner meeting.  This practical talk and definite lively discussion should nicely supplement the preparedness information provided in August and September.





We’re on the Web!


Find pictures and events at:


www.hibiscusneighbors.com





How to Contact Us





PresidenT


Lori Kahn 


260-1707


lorianddan@


earthlink.net





Vice PresidenT


Kim Kershner 


241-6193





Secretary


Johanna Byrd


554-8401


jbyrdemail-pna@


yahoo.com





Treasurer


� HYPERLINK "mailto:gwtw64@aol.com" �� Abbie Oey


243-4023


abnrafe@sbcglobal.net �





Interested in volunteering? Contact Lori Kahn











Since cooking is the leading cause of home fires and injuries in the US, this year’s motto for Fire Prevention Week is “Watch What You Heat” – all about preventing cooking fires. In order to put out small cooking fires, it is recommended to keep an ABC fire extinguisher near the kitchen.  While buying a fire extinguisher is easy, it is only good prevention if one readily knows where it is located and how to use it.  As an alternative, consider having a container of baking soda over the stove to smother out a kitchen fire.  


Change your clock; change your battery…that’s another popular motto that the fire department hopes everyone is following, referring to changing the battery in your smoke alarm when you adjust your clocks for Daylight Savings (‘fall back’ is at the end of October).  Did you know that half of house fire deaths occur between 10pm and 6am?  That’s why it is important to maintain fresh batteries in these detectors so they are loud enough to wake you up (the carbon monoxide from the smoke will put you into a deep sleep).  To be best prepared, install a smoke alarm outside each sleeping area, change the battery every 6 months and test the alarm every month in between to make sure it is working well.  Some smoke alarms will beep when the battery is low, but don’t count on that.  As an added prevention consider keeping the bedroom door closed at night to slow the fire’s progress.  


Two other leading causes of home fires are electrical equipment and cigarettes.  Since electrical cords are the common culprit for electrical fires, be sure to never place a heavy object on top because that will create a hot spot that starts a smoldering fire. If you are a smoker, consider fire-safe cigarettes.  Smoking materials are the leading cause of fire deaths in the US.  


Fire Prevention Week occurs every year during the 2nd week of October to mark the anniversary of the Great Chicago Fire October 8-9, 1871.








At the August 12th Primrose Preparedness Day, two terrific speakers educated 15 Primrose neighbors on the threats of disaster (earthquake, fire, pandemic flu) and how best to prepare at home (practice the plan).  In September there was a follow-up meeting with the August attendees and other neighbors they invited (17 households represented) to kickoff the neighborhood disaster plan, i.e. once one has taken care of their immediate family, then what are the ways the neighborhood can come together to help those in need.  For example, if the priority status of Primrose neighbors is well understood, then that information can be communicated to emergency services after they arrive much later (or sooner if the information can be communicated via phone or radio).  


Per the training materials, it is recommended to form 5 teams to deal with the aftermath of a major disaster: Care and Shelter, Search and Rescue, Fire Suppression, Medical, and Logistics.  September attendees considered which team they wanted to learn more about and what they can support in the future.                        Although anyone can help plan and prepare for these roles, ultimately anyone who wants to serve on the team will need to go through the San Jose Prepared (SJP) training to be qualified as a first responder.  The next SJP classes are scheduled to start up in January 2007.  The Primrose CAP grant will pay the $40 training cost for 10 neighbors.  For more information, please contact Lori Kahn or Johanna Byrd. �� 





Primrose Dumpster Day is Coming!





























Saturday morning, November 4 is your opportunity to get rid of that junk that is taking up precious storage space in your garage, or crowding that corner of your closet. The Primrose Neighborhood Association will provide 2 dumpsters for neighbors within the Primrose boundaries (see map at bottom of page 3): one at 966 Camellia Way (near Williams) and one at 756 Hibiscus Lane (near Primary Plus daycare).


Items that are OK to dump include: furniture, toys, wood, metal, appliances. Items that cannot be dumped include: bricks, tile, rock, dirt, tires, concrete, wet garbage, hazardous waste (including oil, paint, gasoline, batteries, flammables), gas cylinders and tanks (such as propane or helium), electronics, or items that regular garbage/recycling service will pick up.


PNA members may dump as a benefit of membership.  The cost to dump for non-PNA members is $5 per household. The last dumpster day in January 2005 was sponsored by Councilwoman Linda LeZotte, who rotates the dumpster days in different neighborhoods within District 1.  The November 4 dumpster day is being paid for by PNA’s Community Action Pride (CAP) grant money from the City of San Jose, which requires a 50% contribution in volunteer time and/or money for all CAP grant money spent.


Neighbors are encouraged to pre-register and pre-pay by contacting Johanna Byrd at 554-8401. PNA members are already registered.  On Saturday, November 4:


8:00 – 10:00am – PNA members and pre-registered neighbors may dump 10:00 – 12:00 noon or until dumpsters are filled – Neighbors showing photo ID and proof of Primrose address may dump and pay onsite. 


Dumpsters usually fill up early, so it is recommended to pre-register for the best opportunity to get rid of your junk, but please make sure you can lift your heavy items into the dumpster.  The Primrose Neighborhood Association looks forward to facilitating some house cleaning!
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Dogs need exercise discipline, and affection (in that order) to be balanced and healthy. 


– Cesar Millan





PNA Officers











Fire Prevention Week focuses on cooking fires














“Pumpkin Patch in the Haunted Woods” at 4835 Doyle Rd.  Weekdays from 4-9pm, Sat. 10am-9pm, and Sun. 11am-7pm


Pumpkin Walk and Harvest Festival at 881 S. Cypress Ave. from 11am-3pm, Oct. 28


Blackford NAC Halloween  at 3707 Williams Rd. from 4-6pm, Oct. 30


Community Fun Fest at 878 Boynton Ave. from 6-9pm, Oct. 31
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Fire safety facts and statistics taken from brochures produced by the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and the San Jose Fire Department.  More information can be found at www.sjfd.org.





Disaster Planning:


For more info about earthquake hazards and retrofitting, check out quake.abag.ca.gov


During a quake, find a corner, get under the table, or in a doorway (with back to the hinges)


Have enough food and water for 7-10 days (one gallon of water per person, per day).


Bolt heavy objects to the wall since they can travel up to 5 ft in either direction.


Practice camping at home – Dr. Earl Stevens








Fire Safety tips:


Stay in the kitchen when frying, grilling, broiling, or boiling food


Turn off the stove if you must leave the kitchen


Check simmering, roasting, or baking foods regularly, stay in the home, and use a timer


Keep children at least 3 feet away from the stove


Wear clothing with tight fitting sleeves when cooking


Replace or repair loose or frayed cords on all electrical devices


Don’t run extension cords across doorways or under carpets


Look for fire-safe cigarettes at � HYPERLINK "http://www.firesafecigarettes.org" ��www.firesafecigarettes.org�











Comments:








Dogs Need Exercise Too





Halloween events abound in District 1


























Are you ready for Halloween…picked out a costume, bought candy for the trick-or-treaters?   In addition to pumpkin patches sprouting up to help you welcome the season, West San Jose is offering several other Halloween events this year:


The Moreland Educational Foundation is hosting its 4th annual “Pumpkin Patch in the Haunted Woods” from Oct. 25–31 and the two weekends prior.  The wooded area adjacent to the former Rogers Middle School has been transformed into a haunted Halloween trail. Walking the trail is free, but pumpkins will also be sold to benefit the Moreland School District students.  Trick-or-treating will occur on Oct. 27 starting at 7pm and spooky stories will be read on the weekends at 3pm.  


Lynhaven Elementary School will be hosting its 36th annual pumpkin walk and harvest festival on October 28th geared toward K-5 children.  It is a free event to the public with fee to play carnival games.


The Blackford NAC will be hosting a Halloween event at the West San Jose Community Center on October 30th with games, snacks, and a costume contest.


Finally, there will be a Community Fun Fest on Oct. 31 at First Church San Jose.  There will be a haunted house, games, and more at this free event.


Have a happy and safe Halloween!





Have you given your dog a walk lately or for a run at the dog park?  If you can’t walk your dog regularly, consider a dog park to help burn off their energy.  San Jose offers a few places for people to take their dogs for socialization and exercise.  The nearest dog park is at Saratoga Creek Park located on Graves Ave. behind OSH, but it will be undergoing construction soon to become permanent dog park.


























Primrose Neighbors Prepare for a Disaster


















































