







	Know your $$$ options now!

How will you spend your retirement years?

Enjoying the fruits of your labor or taking a side job?

What you don’t know could hurt You.

Find out:

· How to reposition your existing assets to attain a net worth of over $1 million.

· How to play the banks’ game: borrow at one rate and invest at a higher rate.

· How to apply lesser-known retirement strategies that will increase your spendable income by 50%-70% with no additional money from your pocket.

· How to participate in the market upswings and not in the downfalls.

· How to manage the equity in your home.

· Why IRAs and 401(k)s may run out of money on you.

Free consultation with this ad.

Your friend in the Wealth Building business,

Rodica Schileru

408/838/0584
FREEDOM EQUITY GROUP

3031 Tisch Way, Suite 10PW, San Jose CA 95128



	Your ad could be here!

For information about placing

an ad or pricing, contact Lori

Kahn for an ad rate sheet at

(408) 260-1707 or

lorianddan@earthlink.net


	Garage Sale at 

966 Camellia Way

April 21st, 9am to 1pm
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Meet Your Neighbor:  Neil Prasad








Next Primrose Quarterly Meeting


Thursday May 10th from 7 – 8:30pm


at the West San Jose Community Center (corner of Boynton and Williams)


District 1 City Councilmember Pete Constant will speak about the importance of a strong neighborhood and formation of the D1 Leadership Council





PNA Officer elections will follow – all positions are OPEN





Refreshments will be provided 








PNA general boundaries





Saratoga Ave.





Daffodil Way





Blackford Ave.





Williams Rd.





About Our Organization…





Primrose Neighborhood Association was formed in April 2002 as an offshoot from the Blackford NAC (Neighborhood Action Committee) which was formed as part of the San Jose Strong Neighborhood Initiative (SNI) in order to define and prioritize improvements for the area. 





PNA goals are to: 


1) Continually identify, fund, and monitor community improvement projects, and


2) Support the communications and collaboration between residents, property owners, business owners, schools, churches, police, local government, and other organizations serving our community.





Meet Neil Prasad – our newest volunteer for the Primrose Neighborhood Association. We’re so pleased that Neil has set up our first ever website.  The website will make communicating PNA activities and neighborhood related information much easier.


Neil moved to San Jose in 1996 with his wife Caroline.  He has lived on Daffodil Way since December 1997. Neil is Director at IPDR.org and a Sr. Manager at Cisco Systems.  Caroline works for Ask.com, and is a real-estate agent. They have three children: Jake, 11, Anya, 7, and Gino, 4. Jake and Anya attend the Discovery Charter School located at the Andersen campus while Gino attends preschool.


Neil says this neighborhood has turned out to be just what he expected.  It’s quiet and the neighbors are friendly.  He wishes, however, that there were more interaction with other families, especially those with children.


For fun, Neil and his family enjoy hiking the Rancho San Antonio and Villa Montalvo areas.  They also frequent the Fresh Choice and Chevy’s in Westgate Mall, but their favorite restaurant is Spice Hut (Indian cuisine) located at El Camino and Wolfe in Sunnyvale.


Neil also volunteers at his kids’ school and encourages more neighbors to get involved with the neighborhood association. But for now the role of Webmaster is taken.  Thanks for stepping up, Neil. 





Check out our new website!


Find info about the neighborhood and the association, pictures from past events, community calendar, useful resources and more at:


www.primrose-neighbors.com





How to Contact Us





PresidenT


Lori Kahn 


260-1707


lorianddan@


earthlink.net





Vice PresidenT


Kim Kershner 


241-6193





Secretary


Johanna Byrd


554-8401


jbyrdemail-pna@


yahoo.com





Treasurer


� HYPERLINK "mailto:gwtw64@aol.com" �� Abbie Oey


243-4023


abnrafe@sbcglobal.net �

















PNA’s efforts to become more prepared for a disaster are progressing.  Thanks to Kim Kershner and Lori Kahn for completing their San Jose Prepared! (SJP) training certification in February.  Rodica Schileru will complete her last class in April.  Including Johanna Byrd who completed her certification in 2005, PNA will have 4 members who are qualified to lead a team during a drill or disaster event.


On March 21, a meeting was held with Al Hagmann of the Eden Neighborhood Association (ENA).  ENA is comprised of approx. 800 households, which is twice that of PNA.  ENA’s emergency preparedness program has been going strong for 11 years.  Every April, they hold a preparedness drill that focuses on damage assessment. The first year they had enough people to handle one sector, now they cover 10 sectors (the entire neighborhood). Each sector has a team of two people, at least one who is certified from SJP.  Each team is dispatched from the Command Post with instructions on what to look for in their assigned area.  Once they’ve completed their assessment, they return to the Command Post reporting their findings.  A Ham radio operator then communicates with San Jose EOC about the extent of the neighborhood’s need for assistance.


The importance of these drills becomes apparent when one considers that after a disaster, emergency assistance can take longer than 72 hours to reach all neighborhoods.  The neighborhoods can receive help the faster if they know how to prioritize and communicate their needs.


Johanna Byrd would like to become the PNA Disaster Preparedness Director.  She has the following goals: (1) get as many neighbors SJP trained this spring and summer, (2) have another preparedness awareness meeting next fall, and (3) hold PNA’s first preparedness drill in Spring 2008.  She is applying for a grant for PNA to pay for additional training for CPR, First Aid, and Ham Radio License.  


With membership funds or donations, we hope to get the necessary equipment like walkie-talkies and ham radios.








City Arborist, Ralph Mize, spoke with PNA residents on February 6 about the problematic Tulip and Liquidambar trees that have lined our streets since the 1970s.  


At the time, Tulip trees with their large canopies, flowers, and pest resistance seemed like a desirable street tree.  However, in the mid-1990’s a new pest, Tulip Scale, came to San Jose.  This insect feeds on the tree’s sap.  Although an infested tree may survive for several years, it inevitably dies.


More immediately, the Scale’s droppings are extremely sticky.  You may have seen it on the ground or on cars parked underneath the tree.  In fact, the infestation spreads by sticking to the feet of squirrels and birds.


The University of California and San Jose City Arborists have been searching for a biological control for Tulip Scale.  Unfortunately, the results have been inconsistent.


Liquidambar trees drop carpets of prickly seed balls, and have roots that wreak havoc on sidewalks.  Mr. Mize mentioned a hormone treatment that could mitigate the seed ball problem, but only by putting the tree into distress.


Mr. Mize pointed out that a problematic tree is the responsibility of the homeowner, whether the tree is in one’s backyard or along the street.  However, if we organize as a neighborhood, we can apply for grants to replace problematic or missing street trees.





Neighborhood News


























Letter from the PNA President – 


It has been my pleasure to serve as the Primrose Neighborhood Association president for the past 2 years.  With support from some great volunteers, we have accomplished so much: 28 households have contributed membership dues, 3 neighbors have graduated from San Jose Prepared! training, and 1 will graduate in April.  We have held successful events such as the summer BBQs, the Disaster Preparedness meetings in August and September, and dumpster days.  We’ve even been recognized by the local paper for our  Emergency Preparedness efforts, and for our growth as a neighborhood association.  And in this issue you’ll see that we now have a website to improve communications.  I hope that the association will continue to grow.  


At the February meeting, I announced that I will not be running for executive office in May, since I am expecting my second child in June. 


As the association has grown, so have the responsibilities for each of the officers, which can be difficult to balance with a newborn.  The remaining officers have also expressed a desire to step down from their position, or take on lesser roles. It is my recommendation that we amend the bylaws to establish the new offices of Disaster Preparedness Director, Membership Director, Activities Director, Newsletter Editor, and Webmaster.  The basic concept is that the more volunteers we have, the less time commitment each individual needs to make.  For more information on the volunteer duties needed, please see the inside article.


Looking forward, we have a clean-up day on April 14th and a quarterly meeting in May.  We received another CAP grant that provides funds for another summer BBQ, a dumpster day, 3 newsletters, and emergency preparedness training.


With additional volunteer support, we can make all this happen and more.





March 2007


Volume 3, Issue 3











PNA Officers











PNA Disaster Preparedness efforts still strong














PNA Officer Elections in May


President – Supervise and manage all activities; set agenda and preside over meetings; representative to District 1 and city functions


Vice-President – Assist President in his/her absence


Treasurer – Manage all funds (incl. CAP grant) and bank account records; provide financial report at quarterly meetings.


Secretary – record meeting minutes and keep meeting attendance
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Calling all volunteers!








From the Primrose Neighborhood Association (PNA)





Individual Highlights:


President’s Farewell	1


Arborist Speaks		1


Preparedness Update	2


New Officers		2


Clean-up day		2


Meet Your Neighbor	3


	May Meeting info		3


About our Organization	3








Trees and the City :


Visit Our City Forest at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ourcityforest.org" ��www.ourcityforest.org� for information about trees in San Jose.


A free Department of Transportation permit is required to remove or prune a street tree.  Contact 277-2762.


A Planning Department permit (not free!) is required to remove private property trees over 56” in circumference.  Contact 277-4576.


Fines for failing to obtain the proper permit are as high as $30,000!


Every house in San Jose is required to have at least one street tree.  Corner lots are required to have three!





Eden Emergency Preparedness drill





April 28th from 9-11am 


All are welcome to observe and participate


Meet at parking lot of Primary Plus on Amber Dr.





San Jose Prepared! Trainings





Next 5 module session starts April 14th continuing thru November


Saturdays 8:30am-12:30pm


Must take Module 1 first, the rest in any order


$10 each for Modules 1-4, Module 5 is free


$40 fee reimbursement thru PNA for first 5 members














PNA Clean-up day is April 14th – see flyer for details





PNA Bylaws to be amended in May


























When the PNA bylaws were originally adopted in April 2003, it only seemed necessary to elect a President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary.  As PNA participation has increased and has taken on new projects, the responsibilities of the original offices are too much for just four people.  At the May meeting, an amendment to the bylaws will be presented to include five new offices that will spread the load.  


The first new office is the Disaster Preparedness Director, who will focus on coordinating meetings/drills, and communicating about trainings.


The second new office is a Membership Director, who will maintain the PNA membership database, collect dues and donations, and send out annual renewal notices.


The third new office is an Activities Director who will lead the planning committees for events such as the BBQ and dumpster day.


The fourth new office is a Newsletter Editor, who will solicit articles, layout the newsletter, have it printed, and coordinate its distribution.


The fifth new office is a Webmaster, who will maintain the PNA website.


With the addition of these roles, the executive officers will be able to perform their original duties more effectively, and more neighbors will have an opportunity to participate.
































City Arborist Speaks at February meeting


















































