




























It’s that sunny and hot time of year again so that means it’s time to have an outdoor BBQ.  PNA is proud to present the 3rd annual family BBQ on July 22nd from 11 to 2pm on the front lawn of the West Valley Middle School on Hibiscus Lane.   This is a great opportunity to meet your neighbors both new and old.  Local community leaders as well as the police and fire departments have been invited to attend. 


Even if you can’t stay for the food, please stop by to pick up a ‘vial of life’ tube compliments of the fire department.  These tubes contain information about the medicines you consume; they are stored in your refrigerator, and later retrieved by the paramedics if you have an emergency at your home.  There will be fifty tubes to give away that day.


Also, this year there’s a special ‘scavenger hunt’ type game planned to help you get to know your neighbors better.  There will be prizes for the top three people who complete the game the fastest.


The food will include hot dogs and hamburgers (veggie too), pasta salad, and cookies.  There will be a bouncy house again for the kids.  If you haven’t signed up yet and would like to come, please do the favor of responding to Abbie Oey by Wednesday July 19th so there will be enough food.  The cost is $2 per adult (18 and older) or you can opt to become a member of PNA (see article on page 2 and registration form insert).  


Of course, none of this would be possible without the funding from our CAP grant and the efforts of our BBQ committee volunteers.  Many thanks to the following people who helped plan and execute this year’s BBQ: Abbie Oey, Kim Kershner, Lori Kahn, Karen Garcia, Stephanie and Pramodh D’Souza, and Johanna and Ralph Byrd.  Let’s have a great time and hope it’s not too hot.














In the last issue of the PNA newsletter, it was reported that neighborhood watch groups were forming on Camellia Way, Hibiscus Lane, Manzanita Drive, and Daffodil Way.  Last April, Camellia Way teamed with Olga Drive to hold their neighborhood watch meeting with 13 households represented. In June, Daffodil Way held their meeting with 18 households represented.  A combined Hibiscus/Manzanita meeting is planned for the near future.


At each neighborhood watch meeting, the crime prevention specialist for this area reviews with the neighbors a list of emergency phone numbers and ways to make your home less susceptible to burglary.  The neighbors are invited to raise concerns they have in the neighborhood.  One key tip for the summertime is to be sure to keep your windows closed at night and when you are away.  Last summer, there was a string of burglaries at night and during the day where the burglar found an open window or sliding door.


Another benefit from the neighborhood watch meeting was the opportunity to meet new neighbors on the block.  Camellia and Olga developed a map of the block that lists everyone’s name and phone number to use in the event of an emergency (stranger sighting, for example).  There was also a form developed for Primrose Prepared that participating neighbors filled out to provide more info about their household.  These forms are kept confidential and will be used in the event of a disaster.
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Neighborhood News





This year the Community Action and Pride (CAP) grant has awarded the PNA $3095 for the following activities: printing newsletters, UNSCC dues (for insurance), neighborhood BBQ food and entertainment, two dumpsters for the Dumpster Day, San Jose Prepared training (for 10 people), 15 disaster preparedness kits for Preparedness day, and refreshments at quarterly meetings.  In return, the PNA must show 50% in volunteer hours or monetary contribution.


Since 2002, the PNA has made a number of services available to the neighbors at no charge thanks to generous CAP grants like these and the volunteers willing to make such services available.  Recently, the PNA officers decided to request annual dues to support the CAP contribution for the services offered including the BBQ and Dumpster Day.  It is desirable to build up a reserve if there is a delay in receiving CAP funds (as there was this year) so that bills can be paid and events can go on as scheduled.  In addition, there are certain items the CAP will not pay for such as a post office box rental, stamps, or website hosting that may be desired in the future if the PNA continues to grow in participation.


The following benefits will be received for annual dues of $12: admission to the BBQ for 2 adults, disaster preparedness kit (available in August), permission to dump at the dumpster day this autumn, and one free advertisement in an upcoming newsletter.  Each of these benefits will also be available to non-members for a nominal fee ($24 total if paid separately).  See the enclosed insert on membership/event registration for details.  Please fill out the insert and bring to the BBQ with payment of your choice.  Otherwise, deliver to Abbie Oey afterwards. Your contribution is appreciated and will support justification of PNA’s membership level for future grant applications.























Meet Your Neighbor:  Johanna Byrd























National Night Out


Tuesday, August 1st





Register your event at www.sjpd.org or


(408) 277-4133





Blackford NAC event at Starbird Park starting at 5:30pm
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Blackford Ave.





Daffodil Way





Join the PNA – Membership has benefits








Next Primrose Quarterly Meeting


Saturday August 12th from 9am to 1pm


at the West San Jose Community Center (at the corner of Boynton and Williams)


Special presentations about earthquake (disaster) preparedness


( from the American Red Cross and San Jose Prepared (


Disaster preparedness kits available for sale


(Free to first 15 PNA members or $10 each)


Let’s get Primrose Prepared! 





At the May quarterly meeting, the PNA officers were elected for the current year.  Long standing Treasurer, Gina Castillo, has stepped down to be replaced by former Secretary Abbie Oey.  New to the team is Johanna Byrd as Secretary who has served the PNA in other capacities during the previous year.  


Johanna was the first neighbor to complete the series of San Jose Prepared classes and has made recommendations for how to prepare the Primrose neighborhood for a disaster.  She assisted with coordinating the Camellia/Olga Neighborhood Watch meeting and subsequent follow-ups with neighbors who could not attend.  Johanna has also participated in both clean-up days for Primrose.


Johanna is a California native from the San Jose area.  She has lived in this neighborhood for 5 years with her husband Ralph and three stepchildren, Alicia (18), Elena (15), and Cameron (15).  The Byrd family attends Valley Church in Cupertino where Johanna has enjoyed teaching    children about the love of Jesus Christ.





Johanna is thankful to God for 2 great husbands! She spent 18 and a 1⁄2 years with first husband, George (who passed away in 2000), and for 5 wonderful years with Ralph (whose wife passed in 1999).





Johanna worked for 14 years as a software developer at IBM, now at home as mom. 


Johanna loves to walk along the beach and through the redwoods, and recently began organic vegetable gardening.





For more information, check out the Village Harvest website at www.villageharvest.org





Closest drop-off location for donation is in Campbell at Home Church, 1799 S. Winchester Blvd.
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PNA general boundaries





Saratoga Ave.





PNA annual membership:


$12 includes:


2 adult admissions to BBQ ($4 charge to non-members)


Permission to dump ($5 charge to non-members)


Advertisement in newsletter ($5 charge to non-members)


Disaster preparedness kit ($10 value, free to first 15 members in 2006)











*****************************************************************************************





Williams Rd.





About Our Organization…





National Night Out is August 1st





Fruit tree harvesting service to those in need








We’re on the Web!


Find pictures and events at:


www.hibiscusneighbors.com





How to Contact Us





PresidenT


Lori Kahn 


260-1707


lorianddan@


earthlink.net





Vice PresidenT


Kim Kershner 


241-6193





Secretary


Johanna Byrd


554-8401


johanna.byrd@


sbcglobal.net





Treasurer


� HYPERLINK "mailto:gwtw64@aol.com" �� Abbie Oey


243-4023


abnrafe@sbcglobal.net �





Interested in volunteering? Contact Lori Kahn





PNA Officers














Do you have several fruit trees that produce more fruit than you can use?  Are you physically unable to harvest the fruit on your own?  If so, then you may want to contact Village Harvest.  They are a nonprofit volunteer organization that provides food for the hungry.  Their key service is to organize volunteer teams to harvest fruit from backyard trees and donate to various charitable organizations such as Second Harvest Food Bank.  If you have trees with a substantial amount of fruit (150 lbs. - several boxes) or are physically unable to harvest your fruit trees, then contact them at (888) FRUIT-411 or info@villageharvest.org.  Provide your name, address, phone #, type/#/size of trees, and when fruit will be ripe.  For smaller fruit quantities, you can deliver to one of their many drop-off locations.  





The 23rd annual National Night Out is scheduled for August 1st this year.  Participating neighborhoods are asked to turn on outside lights, lock their doors, and spend the evening outside with neighbors and Police. The Blackford NAC will be hosting an event again at Starbird Park to celebrate (usually with hot dogs and hamburgers).  In other neighborhoods, block parties are held where everyone brings a dish to share.  The SJPD is offering to make a visit to every neighborhood that registers their event.


Since the PNA volunteers are busy planning the BBQ and the Preparedness Day in August, there will not be a coordinated event for the Primrose neighborhood.  However, individuals on any block or corner are welcome to coordinate something.  Perhaps this is the time to discuss forming a neighborhood watch group.  An event can be registered at www.sjpd.org or by calling the SJPD crime prevention number at (408) 277-4133.























Primrose Neighborhood Association was formed in April 2002 as an offshoot from the Blackford NAC (Neighborhood Action Committee) which was formed as part of the San Jose Strong Neighborhood Initiative (SNI) in order to define and prioritize improvements for the area. 





PNA goals are to: 


1) Continually identify, fund, and monitor community improvement projects, and


2) Support the communications and collaboration between residents, property owners, business owners, schools, churches, police, local government, and other organizations serving our community.

















Do you like the information shared in these newsletters?  


Is there anything else you would like to know more about?  


Would you be interested in joining the email list and receive more info about District 1/citywide and neighborhood events?





PNA would like to hear from you!





Please feel free to make a comment on the back of this cutout and mail or drop off to Lori Kahn at 966 Camellia Way.  Email is also welcome.













































