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NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

E-BLAST 
June 2010  

 
An information-sharing service of the  

Neighborhood Development Center (NDC) 
 

The mission of the Neighborhood Development Center is to build strong 
neighborhoods by connecting individuals to information, technology, and 
opportunities for civic engagement.  
 
 

Please note, the NDC has a new phone number (408) 794-6575 
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If you have questions abut the programs, events, or activities promoted in 
this newsletter, please contact each individual program directly.  
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Almaden Lake 
 

Councilmember Pyle successfully raises funds to open  

Almaden Lake for swimming this summer 

Councilmember Pyle matches $35,000 in local business and resident contributions 

 
San Jose City Councilmember Nancy Pyle is pleased today (May 24th) to announce that 
she has raised the funds needed to open Almaden Lake Park for swimming this 
summer.  Located in a South San Jose regional park, Almaden Lake is the only open 
water swimming opportunity and one of the most popular swimming destinations in the 
City.  Funds will be used to hire certified open water lifeguards, regional park aides and 
an open water manager to ensure that all swimmers have a safe and enjoyable 
experience.  Councilmember Pyle stated “While I knew raising the money was possible, 
I am inspired by the outpouring of support from my constituents and our local 
businesses for the swim program.” 
 
Faced with balancing a City-Wide General Fund budget deficit of $118 million this fiscal 
year, the San Jose Parks department recommended either closing or turning over 
Almaden Lake Park and all but two of San Jose’s pools to the private sector.  While 
there was interest from qualified service providers in managing the pools, no one was 
willing to take over operations of the Almaden Lake due to the difficult nature of 
managing an open water swimming environment. 
 
In order to hire qualified staff to operate the lake for the summer, the parks department 
needed funding prior to the completion of the City budget in June.  With only 10 days to 
raise the money, Councilmember Pyle issued a call to her constituents to donate half of 
the $70,000 required.  She matched all contributions dollar for dollar from her office 
budget. 
 
Beginning June 16th and running through August 15th the lake in Almaden Lake Park will 
be open form swimming Wednesday-Sunday from 11:00 am – 6:00 PM including the 
July 4th holiday.  The lake in the park will also be open the last two weekends in August 
and Labor Day Weekend.  Open water swim training will be offered on Wednesdays 
from 6:00 – 7:00 pm all summer long.  Swimmers, friends and family are invited to 
attend a grand opening celebration of Almaden Lake on Saturday, June 19th at 11:00 
am.  The event will feature fun in the sun and recognition of donors. 
 
For more information about Almaden lake Park or the summer swim program, please 
contact Councilmember Nancy Pyle’s office at (408)535-4910 or visit the City of San 
Jose Parks website: http://www.sjparks.org/regional/almadenlake.asp  
 
 
Top of the Document 
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Boards and Commissions  

Neighborhoods Commission 
 
The Neighborhoods Commission will meet on June 9, 2010 from 6:30 – 9 PM.  
City Hall, Wing Room 118-119, 200 E, Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 

  
For more information about the Neighborhoods Commission, visit 
http://www.strongneighborhoods.org/neighborhooddevelopmentcenter.htm  
 
Top of the Document  

 
 City of San Jose Sign Ordinance 

A description of the Sign Ordinance Amendments scheduled to be considered by the 
San Jose City Council on June 15, 2010 at 1:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers at 
200 E. Santa Clara Street is now available at the following location on the Planning 
Division website:  http://www.sanjoseca.gov/planning/zoning/sign.asp  

Please contact Carol Hamilton with questions or comments regarding the ordinance.   
Phone:  (408) 535-7837 Email:  carol.hamilton@sanjoseca.gov  

 Top of the Document 
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 Medical Marijuana Ordinance Stakeholder Meeting 
 

 
Top of the Document 
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Naglee Park Open Studios  
 

You are invited to  
 

Naglee Park Open Studios  
 

Sunday June 6 
11AM to 5PM  

in Historic Naglee Park 
 

Admission: Free!!!  
  

Event Programs and Maps Available Day of the Event at: 
 

 
  

House of Bagels  
and  

The Naglee Park Garage 
both located at 

505 E San Carlos Street 
(at South 11th Street) 

  
 
 

Meet Naglee Park Artists 
Have you ever wondered about that house with the terrific artwork in the yard? Naglee 
Park is home to a wide range of artists including potters, painters, photographers and 

artists working in mosaic and mixed media on wood or canvas. Come walk the 
neighborhood and meet the artists living among us. 

  
                See Their Artwork             

During Naglee Park Open Studios, our local artists are opening their studios and 
sharing their work. Most artists' work will be displayed in the studio in which it was 

created. While touring the studios, you may find a new treasure; many of the pieces will 
be available for sale. 

 
 Spend a Nice Sunday Afternoon in Historic Naglee Park 

Our beautifully restored vintage homes are just one of the things that make Naglee Park 
unique. Naglee Park is also filled with gifted artists. Join us and enjoy a summer 
afternoon in the neighborhood while exploring the artistic side of Naglee Park! 

 
Top of the Document 
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Neighborhood Development Center Trainings 
 

Running a Successful Meeting 
 

Wednesday June 16 from 6:30 – 8:30 PM 
1601 Foxworthy Avenue-Room 4, San José, CA 95118 

 
Presented by Ken Podgorsek, Executive Director of United Neighborhood of Santa 
Clara County 
Learn how to run a successful meeting. Whether your meeting is a small board meeting, 
a neighborhood meeting, or a large community meeting, learn techniques to keep the 
meeting running smoothly. This class will focus on keeping a meeting friendly and on 
topic while effectively allowing all that attend to participate. 
 
Space is limited, so please register early for this FREE class.  Call (408) 794-6575 or 
email: ndc@sanjoseca.gov 
 
To request an accommodation or alternative format for City-sponsored meetings, events 

or printed materials, please call (408) 794-6575 or (408) 294-9337 (TTY) as soon as 
possible, but at least three business days before the meeting/event. 

  
Top of the Document 

 
Our City Forest 

Our City Forest Now Hiring For AmeriCorps Positions 
Apply now for full-time & part-time service! 
 
Serve your community and gain hands-on, green job 
training as an Our City Forest AmeriCorps member.   
 
The focus of this program is to organize neighborhood 
and school tree care and tree planting projects, promote 
environmental education, and recruit and train 
volunteers. 

  
When: Sept. 2010 - July 2011 
What: Urban Forestry Specialist OR Environmental Education Specialist 
$15,000: 30 Full-time positions + $5,350 education award 
$6,000: 10 Part-time positions + $1,800 education award 
  
To apply: Send your resume, cover letter & 3 references 
to americorps@ourcityforest.org or contact Monica Nanez at (408) 99-TREES x107. For 
more information, visit us online at www.ourcityforest.org. 
  
Our City Forest is a non-profit urban forestry and environmental action organization 
serving San José 
 
Top of the Document 
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Green Fair 
 

Community GREEN FAIR Event - June 27th 
Join Our City Forest at Santana Row to celebrate their 50,000th tree planted! 

  
Santana Row 

Sunday June 27th, 11 - 3 PM 
(On the lawn - By Maggiano's) 

 
Participate in free, tree-themed activities that are fun for all ages! 
 
• Pruning workshops 
• Kid's Area (face painting, button-making, games & more!) 
• Ask the Arborist booth 
• Photos with our mascot 
• Native tree & plant market 
• EcoMetro Guide Raffles 

 
Visit our GREEN FAIR site at www.ourcityforest.org/greenfair/ for details or 
contact Amanda at x105! 
 
Top of the Document 
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Summer Tree Inventory Internship 
 
Love the outdoors? Passionate about trees? Looking for a 
unique volunteer opportunity? 
   
If so, consider this exciting chance to help collect data on our 
city's urban forest! 
 
When: Starting July 7 - Sept. 2010 
 
Duration: 120 hours 
 
Skills needed: ability to read & use maps; some species 
identification*; ability to work closely with the public; experience 
with database or GIS software helpful 
*Some tree identification training will be provided!  
 
Please note that internship requires much standing & walking in summer weather.  
 
To apply: Contact Busara Melrose at (408) 99-TREES x111 
or bmelrose@ourcityforest.org. 
 
Top of the Document 
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San Jose Public Library 

Change in WiFi Access for Public Users at King Library 
 
Starting June 1, public library WiFi users at King Library will log on using their San Jose 
library card ID and PIN. See illustration below… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For help getting started, visit the Reference Help Desk on the 2nd floor. 
 
Top of the Document 
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Digital Storytelling Station Moves to Evergreen Branch Library  
 
Share your story about living or working in San José! San José Public Library, in 
collaboration with San José State University Library's Cultural Heritage Center and the 
District 8 Community Round Table, invites you to record and share your San José story 
on the Digital Story Station. Become a part of California of the Past, an initiative of the 
California State Library that seeks to preserve and share the living memories of 
community members. We hope to capture a wide range of stories that explore and build 
local community.  To view one of the several stories already told, go to - 
http://sanjosestories.blip.tv/file/2538126/. 
 
The Digital Story Station will be coming to Evergreen Branch this month. If you are 
interested in participating or would like to know more about this project, please contact 
the branch at (408) 808-3060 or ev.sjpl@sjlibrary.org.  
 
Top of the Document 
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Email 101 Class 

Email 101 
Get a Free Email Account 

Saturday, June 5, 2-4pm, room 125 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Library 

150 E. San Fernando St., San José, CA 95112 

Learn how to add contacts, edit and send email, send email with attachments, ignore 
spam, set up folders, and sign in and out of your email account. Bring ideas for a 
username and password. Bring your friends’ and family's email account information. 

To request accommodation for library-sponsored events, call (408) 808-2793 or 808-
2130 TTY at least three business days prior to the event. 
 
Top of the Document 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Job Search Skills 
 

The Journey to Powerful Job Search Skills 
Mondays 10am-12pm, Exploration Room 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Library 
150 E. San Fernando St., San José, CA 95112 

June 7 - Interview Skills Part I:  Learn how to handle telephone interviews and how 
they are different from other types of interviews.  Explore key elements of successful 
interviewing and how to prepare an ‘Interview Check List.’  Understand what not to do 
during an interview.  Please bring a copy of your résumé and a job description. 

June 14 - Interview Skills Part II:  Deeper investigation into answering tough interview 
questions, and how to follow up after the interview.  There will be time in this class to 
actually practice interviewing.  Please bring a copy of your résumé and a job 
description. 

June 21 - Breaking Down Road Blocks:  Do you keep getting rejected or no 
responses?  Are you running into brick walls and tripping over potholes?  Investigate 
how to make your job search pay off with the right job for you.  Please bring a copy of 
your résumé and a job description. 

To request accommodation for library-sponsored events, call (408) 808-2793 or 808-
2130 TTY at least three business days prior to the event. 
 
Top of the Document 
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Lawyers in the Library  

 
Lawyers in the Library, sponsored by the 
Pro Bono Project (Silicon Valley), normally 
offers free, 20-minute consultations at King 
Library every Monday night from 6 - 8 p.m.  
However, the program will be on hiatus from 
June 7 - August 24 due to King Library’s 
new 6 p.m. closure.    
 
Over the summer, the Pro Bono Project 
(Silicon Valley) will continue to take 
appointments and meet with clients in their 
offices at 480 N. First St. To make an 
appointment, call (408) 998-5298. Lawyers 
in the Library will return to King Library on 
Monday, September 13. 
 
Top of the Document 
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Reduced Hours at Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Library 
 

Reduced Hours atDr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Library 
Take Effect Thursday, June 1 

 
Reduced hours at the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Library, brought about by sustained staffing 
reductions resulting from budget cuts, take effect 
on June 1, 2010, immediately after San José State 
University’s Spring 2010 semester ends.  
During summer school—staring June 7—there 
will be extended hours for San José State 
University and students of National Hispanic 
University only:  Monday - Wednesday, 6 p.m. – 8 
p.m. 
 
For information about current hours at the King 
Library and other San José library locations, visit: 
www.sjlibrary.org/about/locations or call (408) 
808-2000. 

 
Top of the Document 
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Obtain basic information on: 

• Landlord/tenant issues 
• Consumer law 
• Government benefits 
• Family law 
• Employment 
• Immigration 
• Wills & trusts 

 

SUMMER HOURS 
(effective June 1 – Aug. 24, 2010) 
Monday – Friday    9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Saturday                  9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Sunday                    1 p.m. – 5 p.m. 

http://www.sjlibrary.org/about/locations/king/lawyers.htm
http://www.sjlibrary.org/about/locations/king/lawyers.htm
http://www.sjlibrary.org/about/locations
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Use the Library at Home 
 

Use the Library Without Leaving Your Home or Office 
Sjlibrary.org is your go-to site for information and resources online. 

 
For example, check out the library’s newest database, Career Transitions. With just 
this one resource, you can: 
• Discover your interests, gaining a better sense of what you might like (or not like) in 

a job or career 
• Explore careers that are compatible with your interests 
• Prepare a resume, choosing from templates that will present you at your best; email 

it too 
• Improve your chances of getting hired by reading articles, taking courses and more 
• Find and apply for jobs. The job search feature pulls together listings from a wide 

range of sources, including job sites like Monster.com and listings on individual 
company websites. 

All you need to set up a free account is your active San Jose library card ID and PIN. 
Don’t have a card yet? It’s easy and free. Go to www.sjlibrary.org/freecard.htm, choose 
and complete the appropriate online application, then stop by your nearest San Jose 
library with a photo ID and confirmation of your current address. With that confirmation, 
you’ll receive and can begin using your library card the same day. 
 
Look what else you can do online: 
• Locate information in other databases, like Biography Reference Center, 

Consumer Health Complete and Consumer Reports Articles 
• Prepare for high-stakes tests; to pass licensing, certification, or competitive entry-

level exams; or to advance in school or professionally using career guides, study 
aides, and test-preparation books from Learning Express eBooks 

• Improve your skills using Custom Guide Online Software Training and Learning 
Express Library 

• Receive one-on-one expert tutoring in math, science, social studies and/or English 
for Kindergarten through sophomore year college and adult learners using 
Tutor.com/Live Homework Help 

 
This is just the tip of the iceberg. And of course you can always: 
• Search the library’s online catalog for books, DVDs and VCDs, audio books and 

CDs 
• Place requests and use your personal account to check their status, renew materials 

or pay fines 
• Download eBooks, eAudio Books and eMusic - items that automatically return when 

the due date is up, meaning no fines, ever! 
 
Isn’t it time you got started taking full advantage of your public library? Questions? Give 
us a call at (408) 808-2000 or visit Sjlibrary.org.  
 
Top of the Document
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San Jose/Santa Clara Water Pollution Control Plant 

 
Shape the future of our South Bay shoreline by June 30! 
 
Three different land use maps have been developed to propose how to best use the 
2,600-acre site of the San Jose/Santa Clara Water Pollution Control Plant – a 
wastewater treatment facility centered between the Bay and Highway 237. Developing a 
master plan to sustainably rebuild the aging Plant creates the opportunity to consider a 
range of new land uses.  
 
By June 30, 2010, submit your feedback at rebuildtheplant.org.  

 
Top of the Document

 
Summer of Service 
 

Looking for something to do this summer? 
Children’s Discovery Museum of San Jose invites you to attend this innovative 

community service program. 
 
Who: Any youth entering grades 7, 8 or 9 in the Fall 2010 school year. Youth entering 
10th grade are eligible for our Striped Team.  
 
Where: We’ll meet at Children’s Discovery Museum of San Jose each day before 
traveling to service sites in our community . . . or to Bay Area field trip destinations on 
Fridays! 
 
When:  Session 1: June 21 – July 2 
 Session 2: July 5 – July 16 
 Session 3: July 19 – July 30 
 Session 4: August 2 – August 13 
 
Times:  8:45 A.M. - 3:30 P.M. Monday-Thursday 
 8:45 A.M. - 5:30 P.M. Fridays only 
 Extended Care Hours available 7:30 - 8:45 A.M. and 3:30 - 5:30 P.M. 
 
Cost:  Museum Member $400.00 per two-week session 
 Non-Member  $425.00 per two-week session 
 Extended Care $150.00 per two-week session 
 
Registration materials are available online at: www.cdm.org/sosFor more information, 
please contact the SOS Coordinator by phone at: (408) 298-5437 ext. 243 or e-mail: 
sos@cdm.org  

 
Top of the Document



6.1.2010  13 of 13 

 
Volunteers Needed for June 8th election 
 

OVER 500 VOLUNTEERS STILL CRITICALLY NEEDED 
AT THE POLLS FOR JUNE 8th ELECTION 

 
  
With only two and a half weeks until the June 8th Statewide Primary Election, the Santa Clara County 
Registrar of Voters’ Office is still in drastic need of over 500 citizens to volunteer to serve as Election 
Officers.  This election will require staffing 830 polling locations throughout the county.   

 

The shortage of volunteers is due to a variety of reasons, including graduations and summer vacations. 
Residents who can spare a day and would like to participate in the democratic process are encouraged to 
contact the Registrar of Voters’ Office immediately.  

 

Election Officers are critically needed throughout the county, especially those willing to serve in the areas 
of Cupertino, Sunnyvale, Palo Alto, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills, Mountain View and Stanford.  There is also 
a need for Spanish bilingual Election Officers.  

 

Anyone who is registered to vote in the state of California can become an Election Officer.  Experience is 
not necessary as training is provided.     

 

Volunteers are paid a stipend of $95.00 or more.  They can also earn an extra stipend for bilingual 
skills.  Bilingual Election Officers must be fluent in English and one of the following federally mandated 
languages: Spanish, Vietnamese, Chinese and Tagalog. 

 

For more information and to sign up, call: 
Spanish:          (408) 282-3136, 3078 &/o 3095 

 
English:           (408) 299-POLL [7655]                        
Students:      (408) 282-3091 
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