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Community Meetings and Events 
 

2nd Annual Disability Awareness Day 
 

Celebrating Diversity, Awareness and 
Empowerment for Persons with Differing Abilities 

 
Thursday, October 8th, 2009 

San José City Hall Rotunda & Plaza 
200 East Santa Clara Street, San José, CA 

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
*Workshops begin at 8:30 a.m.* 

 

• Free Workshops 
• Games & Activities 
• Art Display & Demos 

• Resource Fair 
• Sports Exhibitions 
• Empathy Experience 

 
8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  Free Workshops 
 

Topics Include: 
♦ Autism Research Findings 
♦ Employment Strategies 
♦ Finding a Caregiver 

♦ Web Navigation 
♦ Reducing Caregiver Stress 
♦ Social Security Benefits 

 
*A final schedule with workshop locations will be available at: www.DAD.sjdistrict1.com on October 1st * 

 

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  Festivities & Resource Fair 
• Live music & entertainment by people with disabilities. 

12:00 p.m. - 12:15 p.m.  Press Conference 
12:15 p.m. - 12:30 p.m.  Empathy Experience Challenge 
12:30 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.  Wheelchair Basketball Demonstration 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information please visit: www.DAD.sjdistrict1.com, 
call: (408) 369-6438 or email: DAD@sjdistrict1.com 
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Disability Awareness Day Mission Statement 
Disability Awareness Day (DAD) is a celebration of unity, inviting the 
entire community to participate while promoting awareness and 
appreciation of people with differing abilities. DAD educates the general 
public on the many challenges people with disabilities encounter on a 
daily basis. DAD also seeks to empower persons with differing abilities 
and their families through information and resource acquisition to 
overcome those barriers. This day celebrates diversity and strives to 
build an integrated community in which all people are equally valued. 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
12th Annual WALK to End Domestic Violence 
 
Mayor Chuck Reed, Council Member Nora Campos, Council Member Pete Constant, 
City Manager Debra Figone and the City’s Family/Domestic Violence Advisory Board 
invite you to join us for the: 
 

12th Annual WALk to end Domestic Violence 
Friday, October 2, 2009 

11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
With featured speaker 

Robin Givens - Actress and Author 
 

Registration 
10:30- 11:00 a.m. 

 
Program/Featured Speaker 

11:00 -12:00 p.m. 
 

Walk 
12:00- 12:30 p.m. 

(1.3 miles) 
 

Community Lunch*/Resource Fair 
12:30- 1:30 p.m. 

 
Please visit www.sanjoseca.gov for more information.   
No cost to participate. No pre-registration required. 

 
*Free community lunch for the first 700 participants 
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GET FIT SAN JOSE! 
Take your fitness to the next level! Join the Get Fit Challenge - gather your co-workers 
and make the commitment to run or walk the Rock ‘n’ Roll San Jose Half Marathon. 
There’s no better time than now…get moving today! 
 
GET FIT CHALLENGE 
Organized groups of 10 or more are invited to join the Get Fit Challenge and compete 
against other companies for bragging rights. All participants on Get Fit teams will 
receive a $10 discount off their entry fees. 
 
DIVISIONS & AWARDS 
Companies of all sizes can take part in the Get Fit Challenge. Divisions are broken 
down as follows: 
• CORPORATE SMALL: 99 or less employees 
• CORPORATE MEDIUM: 100-499 employees 
• CORPORATE LARGE: 500+ employees 
• COLLEGIATE: College students, clubs, groups, and/or teams 
• MUNICIPAL: City, County and Municipal employees and/or Affiliates 
 
Trophies will be awarded to the top 3 teams in each division for bringing the most 
participants, not based on time. A minimum of 10 people on a team is required to be 
considered for the awards. Results will be posted online and winning teams will be 
announced on the homepage of the event website. 
 
GET YOUR TEAM REGISTERED 
Registration is easy, just follow the steps below: 
 
• SELECT TEAM CAPTAIN – each team must designate a team captain 
• SUBMIT YOUR TEAM – team captains complete the online Team Request Form 
• TEAM REGISTRATION COUPON CODE – team captain will receive a team coupon 
code (for a $10 discount) and registration instructions to distribute to the team 
 
For more information and to register visit www.RnRsj.com or contact Jami Fordyce at 
jfordyce@competitorgroup.com or 858-768-6839 
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Rock and Roll ½ Marathon 
 

The Rock N Roll 1/2 Marathon is coming to San Jose on Sunday, October 4, 2009 with 
the supporting Health & Fitness Expo occurring on Friday, October 2nd and Saturday, 
October 3rd. With over 13,000 runners expected to participate volunteers are needed to 
come out in force to support this event. A major fundraising course for the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society and the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation, the San Jose Rock N Roll  

mailto:jfordyce@competitorgroup.com


1/2 Marathon is sponsored by the City of San Jose and San Jose Convention & Visitors 
Bureau and brings runners from across the country and the world to compete on a flat, 
fast course that winds 13.1 miles through Downtown San Jose, Naglee Park, 
Japantown, the Rose Garden neighborhoods. The City thrives during the three days of 
the event and hotel and sales taxes are a side benefit to give a wonderful boost to the 
local economy. Not a runner or walker? You can still be a part of the event! Over a 
thousand volunteers are still needed to assist with every aspect of the event, including 
setup, pre-registration, the Health & Fitness Expo, the Start Line, Finish Line and Water 
Stations along the course. 
 

Team up with your friends or family and make it an experience you won’t forget! 
Benefits of Volunteering 
Even if you are not running, you can still be a part of the Rock ‘n’ Roll fun! 
 

§ You’ll receive a free Race Crew T-Shirt. 
§ You can enjoy the post-race headliner concert after the race. 
§ You’ll receive a free race goodie bag. 
§ You’ll get the satisfaction of helping others. 
§ Receive an official letter confirming your community service hours (for those that 

request it)  
§ You’ll have a great time! 
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H1N1 Influenza 

 
Supervisor George Shirakawa & Councilmember Nora Campos  

Invite you to a Special Forum: 
 

Wednesday, October 14, 2009 
6:00pm – 8:00pm 

Mayfair Community Center 
Cesar Chavez Banquet Hall 

2039 Kammerer Ave, 
San Jose, CA 95116 

 
For more information contact Andres Quintero Tel 408-299-5026  
Email: andres.quintero@bos.sccgov.org  
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Special Public Safety, Finance & Strategic Support Committee 
Meeting 
 
In the City’s efforts to maintain and improve police services and community relations, 
the Public Safety, Finance & Strategic Support Council Committee invites members of 
the public to a special meeting on October 14. The purpose of this forum is to elicit 
feedback on the City’s efforts to address issues related to public safety and policing in 
San José. The PSFSS Committee will hold another special meeting to hear from 
members of the public next April. Please join us at this meeting. Spanish and 
Vietnamese interpreters will be available. 
 

Wednesday, October 14, 2009 
6:00pm – 8:00pm 

 

San José City Hall 
Council Chambers 

200 E. Santa Clara St. 
San Jose, CA 95113 

 
Committee Council Members: 
Councilmember Nguyen District 7 Chair 
Councilmember Constant, District 1 
Vice-Chair 

Councilmember Chu District 4 
Councilmember Oliverio District 6

 
Parking Instruction: For your convenience, please use the Fourth Street Parking 
Garage, located right next to City Hall (Wing). Parking validation will be available at the 
meeting. Please bring your parking ticket with you. 
 
ADA Access: To arrange accommodations under the Americans Disabilities Act to 
participate in this public meeting, please call (408) 535-8253 or (408) 294-9337 (TTY) at 
least three (3) business days before the meeting.  
 
All public records relating to an open Session item on this agenda, which are not 
exempt from disclosure pursuant to the California Public Records Act, that are 
distributed to a majority of the legislative body will be available for public inspection at 
the Office of the City Clerk, 200 East Santa Clara Street, Wing, 2nd Floor, San Jose, 
California, 95113, at the same time that the public records are distributed or made 
available to the legislative body. For questions, please contact Vilcia Rodriguez, Office 
of the City Manager (408) 535-8253. 
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Street Trees for San Jose Residents  
 

Local non-profit Our City Forest is offering street trees for San Jose residents. Those 
living in central San Jose may qualify for a free tree, while in other areas, trees are 
available for free or at a reduced cost. 
 
Our City Forest (OCF) has worked to plant and protect our city’s urban trees since 
1994. In San Jose, residents are required to have a street tree in their parking strip, so 
OCF helps acquire the necessary permits, selects the right species and teaches proper 
planting and care. These trees improve the health of our city and can even increase a 
property’s value by 5 to 15 percent! 
 
To request a tree application for your residence, please call us at (408) 799-7337 x121 
or visit www.ourcityforest.org. 
 
If your neighborhood, school or park needs a lot of trees, contact x124. OCF can help 
organize a large-scale planting and provide volunteers, tools and tree delivery. 
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Youth Job Fair  

Saturday, October 10, 2009 
Registration – 8:30am to 9am 

Workshop: 9am to 11am 
Job Fair: 11am to 2pm 

The Plant Shopping Center Community Room 
2189 Monterey Rd., 95124 

 
Workshop topics include: (1) Resume and Application Assistance, (2) Interviewing Skills 
 
For more information please call/email Steven Le – 535-4959, 
steven.le@sanjoseca.gov  
 
Sponsored by Councilmember Pyle and Councilmember Nguyen 
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Library Events 

Unveiling of Images from the NASA Hubble Space 
Telescope  
Join us in November (date/time TBA) for a special event in 
celebration of the International Year of Astronomy. Examine 
recent images captured by NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope. 
Reawaken your curiosity about the world beyond terra firma. 
The unveiling will be followed by a day of activities, including 
speakers from SJSU Physics & Astronomy Dept. Check the 
library’s website for future updates:  www.sjlibrary.org.  
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Library, Fourth Street Lobby, 
First Floor, 150 E. San Fernando St., (408) 808-2397. 

 

Photo Exhibit - “Day of the Dead A Passion for Life”  
Photo-journalist, Mary J. Andrade presents, through her photographs, 
the different aspects of the celebration of this pre-Hispanic tradition in 
several states of Mexico. Day of the Dead honors the lives and 
legacies of the people who have died, not only to their families but to 
their communities. For additional information, contact Veronica 
Murguia at (408) 436-7850 ext. 12 or veronica@laoferta.com 
Exhibit thru Friday, November 27, All Library Open Hours 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Library,  Exhibit Area, 2nd Floor,  
150 E. San Fernando St.  

 
For information on the following exhibits, visit:  www.sjlibrary.org/exhibits.htm 

• Japanese Internment Exhibit – “From Internment to Segregation  
• World War II Revisited  
• Growing Up Asian in America 2009  

 
The Center for Literary Arts Presents Denis Johnson in 
Conversation with Stephen Elliott  
National book award winner Denis Johnson will be interviewed by 
San Francisco novelist Stephen Elliott. Johnson is the author of 
seven novels, a collection of stories, one book of reportage, and 
five collections of poetry. For more information contact: Britt 
Melewski or Andrew Altschul at (408) 924-4489. 
Wednesday, November 4, 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Library, Room 225/229, 2nd Floor, 150 
E. San Fernando St., (408) 924-4489  
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University Scholar Series - Paul Douglass presents: 
“Sex, Drugs, and Rigmarole: Lord Byron and Lady 
Caroline Lamb in 1812" 
Paul Douglass, SJSU professor of English and American Literature 
and author of Lady Caroline Lamb: a Biography, will acquaint us 
with Lady Lamb, the most infamous of Lord Byron's lovers with a 
reputation for crazy behavior. Lord Byron's exploits outstrip Lamb's 
by miles, raising the question: has every aristocrat in the Regency 
period gone completely off the deep end? This Series is sponsored 
by the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library, Office of the Provost, and 
Spartan Bookstore. Join the "SJSU University Scholar Series" 
Facebook group page! For more information, call (408) 808-2193.  
Wednesday, November 4, 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Library, Rooms 255/257, 2nd Floor,150 
E. San Fernando St., (408) 808-2193 
   

 

Adult Literacy Program Publishes New Book of 
Learning Writings; New Tutor Training in November 
San José Public Library’s adult literacy tutoring program, Partners 
in Reading, continues celebration of its 20th year with release in 
October of the latest book of learner writings. Each year adult 
learners enrolled in the program are invited to exercise their 
developing skills by submitting a piece of writing on a theme. 
This year’s topic: “Humor Me.” The book will soon be available 
through the library’s online catalog for checkout and enjoy the 
variety of stories. A large number of participants speak English as 
a second language and wish to improve their skills. One story 

shares the comedic confusion that results when learned phrases are used inappropriately. Such 
achievements would not be possible without community volunteer tutors who meet with learners 
one-on-one to develop their skills and confidence. The needs in our community are great. Efforts 
to expand the program into the workplace will require additional tutors. You can make a 
difference. Please consider a rewarding volunteer opportunity as an adult literacy tutor. The next 
orientation will be held Nov. 7, with follow-up training sessions on November 14 and 21; all 
sessions required. Read more about Partners in Reading. For more information, or to sign up as a 
volunteer, call (408) 808-2361. 
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Calling on teens, ages 13 – 18.  

Become a teensReach Volunteer –  
Earn Community Service Credit  

 
Want to build leadership skills and become an effective library advocate, while earning 
community service credit? To be a teensReach volunteer, you must have a strong 
interest in the library, enjoy working with people of all ages and cultures, and be willing 
to learn new skills. Membership requires regular attendance at meetings, participation in 
and support of library activities and events, and a sense of fun and adventure. Visit the 
teensReach web page to find a chapter near you. Contact your neighborhood library for 
more information, or call King Library Youth Services at (408) 808-2183. 
 

Back to School Homework Resources 
You’ve got pencils, paper, a binder, a backpack….but do you 
have a current library card? 
 
You probably know that your card allows you to borrow—for 
free—books on a wide variety of topics. Did you know your 
card is also the key to a wealth of magazine and newspaper 

articles, as well as reference resources such as World Book Online?  
 
Look for the “SJPL Articles and Databases” link on our home page (www.sjlibrary.org), 
and you’ll find high-quality information on virtually any subject. If you’re not sure which 
database to choose, try starting with a broad, all-purpose database such as Student 
Research Center or MasterFILE Premier. Simply enter your name, library card number, 
and PIN to get started. 
 

o Learning Express Library  
Brush up on your reading, writing, or math skills at our Learning Express Library, 
also found on the “SJPL Articles and Databases” page. Students of all ages will 
find useful resources here, ranging from Elementary School Skills improvement 
to practice tests for college entrance exams and careers in health care, law 
enforcement, and other fields. 

 
o Free Online Tutoring  

Looking for homework help? With a library card, you can receive free assistance 
from certified tutors online. Students enrolled in grades K-12 or the first two years 
of college and even adult learners may use this service to receive help in math, 
science, social studies, and other topics. A new feature this year is the addition 
of expanded whiteboard features which will make it easier to work on 
mathematics problems with graphs and geometry. Tutor.com is available from 
2pm-12 midnight in English and Spanish and from 4pm-7pm in Vietnamese. Last 

 

http://www.sjlibrary.org/gateways/teens/teensreach.htm
http://www.sjlibrary.org/
http://www.sjlibrary.org/scripts/sjpl_counter.pl?id=721&urlpath=http://0-www.learnatest.com.mill1.sjlibrary.org/lel
http://www.sjlibrary.org/services/reference/live_homework.htm


year Last year, more than 14,800 sessions were logged by students using this 
popular service. 

 
o Homework Centers (HWC)  

There are 15 homework centers planned for this school year (see site list 
below).  All will open in early October*.  The exact date will vary between 
branches. Each homework center will offer 2 hours of homework assistance daily 
Monday - Thursday.  The hours will vary from branch to branch but will be during 
the after-school hours. The exceptions to this are Alviso which will have 
additional hours and Hillview which will have 1 extra hour on Thursdays.  Both of 
these exceptions are due to an outside funding source.  
 

For more information on homework help, visit our Kids and Teens web pages, contact 
your neighborhood library or call King Library Youth Services at (408) 808-2183. Don’t 
have a free San Jose library card yet? Fill out our online application today. 
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What’s new at the Neighborhood Development Center (NDC)? 
 
Resources Available for Neighborhood Associations 
 
The Neighborhood Development Center (NDC) continues to have the following 
resources available for neighborhood associations and individual residents that are 
interested in or are currently working on improving their neighborhood.   
 

High-Speed Gestetner copy machine (Free use - just bring the paper! Great for copying 
flyers and newsletters).  Library with resource books on grants, organizing, volunteers, 
leadership, etc. Meeting rooms at Kirk Community Center. 
 

Please be aware that NDC staff is frequently in the field.  If you need services 
provided by the NDC, please call to ensure that someone will be available at the 
office to assist you.  Please contact NDC staff at (408) 723-4114 for more 
information or to make an appointment for the use of these resources.   
 

CONTACT US: 
City of San José, City Manager’s Office 
Strong Neighborhoods Initiative 
Neighborhood Development Center 
1601 Foxworthy Avenue 
San José, CA  95118 
Office:  (408) 723-4114  Fax: (408) 264-2359  E-Mail:  ndc@sanjoseca.gov 
Website:  www.strongneighborhoods.org  
 

http://www.sjlibrary.org/gateways/kids/homework/#homework
http://www.sjlibrary.org/gateways/kids/homework/
http://www.sjlibrary.org/gateways/teens/links/homework.htm
http://www.sjlibrary.org/freecard.htm
mailto:ndc@sanjoseca.gov
http://www.strongneighborhoods.org/


The NDC E-Blast is published on a monthly basis. If you would like to submit an article 
of citywide interest or if you would like to provide any feedback, please send an email to 
ndc@sanjoseca.gov.  Articles are subject to editorial decision to publish or edit for 
publication.  Please feel free to forward this newsletter to others in your organization. 
 

If you wish to add an email address, are receiving duplicate emails, or no longer wish to 
receive emails from the Neighborhood Development Center, please send us a reply to 
ndc@sanjoseca.gov.  Feel free to forward to others in your organization. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ndc@sanjoseca.gov
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