Primrose Neighborhood Association

Quarterly Meeting, May 13, 2010

West San Jose Community Center

7-8:30pm

Attending: Andy and Jen Harris, Lori Kahn, Jenny Bixby, Johanna and Ralph Byrd, Jean Ridley, Meghan Revolinsky.

Speaker: Lt. Ta from the San Jose Police Department 

 1. Lori Kahn kicked off the meeting with talk about upcoming events

· E-Waste event on 5/15, Lori and Jenny will be supporting the event.

· Panda Express fundraising event on 5/27.  The restaurant will donate 20% of the proceeds. 

· A driveway party will be kicked off in June by Jenny, first day of summer (June 21), starting 6ish, until 8ish, and will not be an official PNA event.

· July 3rd  is the annual BBQ, and is being coordinated by Jenny – and will be at the usual location.

· Reservation process for school is under way

· May not have volunteers for cooking this time around, so might have to bill the event as a potluck event 

 2. Lori began the Officer Elections by having an open call for a nominee for President.  There were none.  Next, she presented the slate for consideration:


· Lori Kahn to continue as Vice President

· Andy Harris to continue as Webmaster and also become Secretary

· Barbara Prince to continue as Treasurer

· Belinda Lee to continue as Membership Director

· Jen Harris to become Disaster Preparedness Director



Lori made a motion to accept this current slate, seconded by Ralph Byrd and Jenny Bixby.  Lori called for a vote, and all in attendance voted 'aye'.  There were no 'nays', and the motion passed.


 3. Lt. Ta from San Jose Police Department delivered a report of the crime highlights for the past several months.  He began with an explanation that the police officers work in shifts that are broken into two halves of the week, with 3 watches per half-week.  The first half is Sunday – Wednesday, and the second half is Wednesday – Sunday (Wednesday is the overlap day, everyone works).  He works 3pm – 1am shift of the second half of the week.

He then spoke about a serial attacker that has been active for some time in the area of Bollinger and Lawrence Expressway.  He handed out a flyer with details, that is also available on the San Jose Police Department website (along with many others).  See http://www.sjpd.org/CrimeStats/CrimeReports.html for more information.

His report also included other incidents, including some stabbings and robberies, with only a few in the close vicinity of our neighborhood.  And a statistic that there are about 125 robberies per month, city-wide, and that they department has a 10% close rate on those cases.

When he opened up to questions from those in attendance, Jean brought up a concern about pan-handlers following people from the Wells Fargo ATM in El Paseo.  Lt. Ta mentioned that homelessness and panhandling are not illegal.  The city used to have a loitering law that could be used to boot these people, but that  law has been removed, so the police don't have any legal leg to stand on.  He suggested that if the panhandlers were too aggressive that it was appropriate to dial 911 to report the incident.  It may not result in an immediate response, but will at least be recorded as a call for service, which is how they determine how many officers they require (more calls equals more officers needed).

 4. Meghan Revolinsky from Pete Constant's office spoke about the city's current budget crisis.  In a nutshell, things are really bad – seeing that there is a $116 million deficit.  One measure being employed to close the gap is to ask the various unions to agree to a 10% pay cut (which would deal with around 50% of the shortfall).  Another measure being considered it to outsource various city services (such as custodial, city hall security, and street sweepers).  Lastly, it appears that many community centers would be closed, and library hours reduced.  This includes our own center at Boynton and Williams – making the Cypress community center the closest one for our neighborhood.

She also handed out cards that summarized the budget crisis, and points users at a website setup by Pete Constant: http://SOSsj.com.  The website contains more information, and a way for users to easily send emails to the various people and groups that are responsible for the decisions being made.

 5. Treasurer’s Report  Need treasurer’s report from Barbara to include it in the record

 6. Lori presented an update from the latest Neighborhood's Commission meeting.  As with Meghan's talk, it appears that the item at the top of the list is the city's budget crisis.  The commission was asked by the city manager to weigh in on four different categories where they felt monies should be spent.

Other items of note:

· The city used to have a $3 billion budget, which is now down to $2.5 billion.

· The retirement fund for the city employees (which is a constitutional right) is not a financially sustainable system.

· 21 community centers are going to be closed, along with reduced library hours (from 6 days to 3).

· 90 fewer patrol officers (leaving 500 on the job).

· Fire house reductions

· Other staff reductions.


 7. The meeting adjourned at about 8:30 p.m.

Minutes are respectfully submitted by Andy Harris, Secretary/Webmaster.

