Primrose Neighborhood Association

Quarterly Meeting, May 14, 2009

West San Jose Community Center

7-9 pm

Attending:  Lori Kahn, Johanna Byrd, Barbara Prince, Jenny Bixby, Ed and Patty Brooks from Strawberry Park.  Guest speaker—Harry Reinstein.

1. We held the yearly officer elections. Jenny Bixby nominated Johanna Byrd for president; Johanna nominated Lori Kahn for vice-president; Jenny nominated Barbara Prince for treasurer; Lori nominated Jenny for secretary. All accepted, and the slate was unanimously accepted.

2.  Captain JR Gamez, who has been captain of the Western Division since January, introduced himself and gave a detailed police report. Topics covered were:  traffic concerns, gang activity, break-ins; staffing and patrol cars, response time, bait cars for auto theft.  Our neighborhood continues to be very safe.

3. Barbara gave a treasurer report.  The total balance is $2953.26, with approximately $804.30 due to the city for the CAP grant.

4. Our guest speaker was Harry Reinstein of the Santa Clara Office of Emergency Services. Topics he covered were: Hayward fault; concerns about magnitude of the next earthquake, limited resources that would be available, mutual aid agreements between cities, etc.


* Hayward fault is most critical.  Hospitals are on or near the fault line.

* If 2 cities activate their OES, then the county OES activates.  Recent activation of Santa Clara County OES

-  for swine flu, supporting the Public Health dept.

-  for cutting of wires on southern part of county wild lands.  


* County OES Sections



- Management section:  county executives and others

- Operations sections:  contact with first responders, not tactical

- Plan section: intelligence gathering, rich in communications link, HAM resource  = RACES, communicates with city EOCs, has contact between region and state

* What can we do?  Get CERT trained.  County provides CERT training for unincorporated areas in the county, primarily south county.  Stanford is unincorporated but Palo Alto takes care of that area.  San Martin is not taken care of by city.

* “Disaster Service Workers” are covered by insurance when assigned.  All government workers are automatically covered and expected to help in emergency.

* Santa Clara County liaison with schools is Jan Masuda.

* May 30 – there will be mock disaster courses at Moffet Field.  Harry is Safety Officer for it.  Search and rescue, and Incident Command Center.

* Larry Car is RACES contact with county.  Consider FRS (Family Radio Service) radios (not CBs, not current) ~$19.95 and up.  Also GMRS (General Mobile Radio).  Per Patty, Bill Moffett is RACES San Jose contact.

5. Ed and Patty Brooks shared what they are doing to prepare Strawberry Park NA for a disaster:


- See www.gobag.org (also has link to homeland security network response)


- $300 solar generator, multiple fuel sources

- Stores have 1.5 day supply of food. Grocery stores have contracts to get food to kids in schools if a disaster happens during school hours.

- Ed is planning a drill.  Goal: communications drill; get rep from each neighborhood to Community Center.  Also envelope with details of mock disaster would be given to each neighborhood for practice drill.  Each neighborhood would gather information, take it to the Community Center, and get info back to the neighborhood.

6.  San Jose budget concerns were not discussed due to time constraints.

Meeting adjourned at about 9:00 pm.

Minutes compiled by Jenny Bixby with notes from Jenny, Barbara Prince and Johanna Byrd.
