Primrose Neighborhood Association

Quarterly Meeting, Feb. 12, 2009, 7-8:30pm
West San Jose Community Center

Attendees:  Johanna Byrd, Lori Kahn, Belinda Lee, Barbara Prince, Jenny Bixby, Jean Ridley, Carol Rouse, Maurice O’Flynn, Edward Ting, Rhonda Gruber

1. The first guest speaker was Mini Le from the SJ Police Department Crime Prevention Unit.  She gave an overview of what the CPU does.  There has been a noticeable reduction in burglary since this program started.  Neighborhood Watch is particularly important in this economic climate because there is always a rise in the types of crimes that we see in neighborhoods. It helps neighbors to watch out for each other.  To host a meeting, you need to have at least 10 households participate. If you have over 70% participation, you can get a street sign. Groups should be small enough so that houses in the area are visible.  Once you have a group, you can request a meeting (held Mon-Thurs from 7-9:30). In addition to a staff person from the CPU, an officer will stop by to meet people and answer questions. There is usually a wait of several weeks to get a meeting date set with CPU. Mini distributed a list of important phone numbers for policing.  She also talked about Operation Identification, urging residents to mark valuables with a driver’s license number. 

2. Officer Jonathan LeVos spoke to the group about policing in this area, explaining that we are in District “Nora”, which has 12-15 officers.  We are in Beat number 3.  There’s only been 1 call to the PD since November, so this is a pretty safe area. He talked about the importance of calling about anything suspicious. People can call on the non-emergency number—311. He encouraged residents to report squealing cars or speeding, and that descriptions are very helpful. There was talk about cars racing through the area at night. Last week a car went through the fence at the end of Daffodil (cul-de-sac) and badly damaged a house. We can bring the request to have better protection there (as on Hibiscus Lane) through Pete Constant’s office.  Officer LeVos cautioned residents against a rise in crimes of opportunity that are committed when people are not smart about locking doors, windows, fences, and leaving valuables within sight in cars.

3. Barbara Prince, treasurer, reported that there is $444.00 left in CAP grant funds out of the original $3515.00.  In the general PNA account, we will have about $3600 after new checks for reimbursements are written. There are no other changes in the finances.

4. Barbara reported on the SJ Budget Priority meeting that she attended. Many cuts will have to be made due to the decrease in city income from permits, property taxes, and sales tax. 

5. Lori Kahn reported that the e-waste fundraiser will be happening on March 21 at Easterbrook Discovery School, in conjunction with the school, Strawberry Park NA, and Easterbrook NA.  CRTs will earn 19 cents per pound and CPUs will earn 10 cents per pound. Other electronics will be collected by the Salvation Army, but will not raise funds.  PNA residents should save e-waste for that date!  On Feb. 28 there will be an illegal sign clean-up day, meeting at the community center. 

6. Johanna Byrd mentioned that the next disaster prep class starts on March 21, and is 20 hours.

7. Jenny Bixby reported that this year the National Night Out will be on August 4.  We are planning on having neighborhood potluck socials, as we will not have funding for this.  We are still thinking of having a neighborhood barbeque in June.  

8. Johanna will look into having a CPR/First Aid training class on a Saturday. 

9. The final guest speaker was Ann Ranish from the Santa Clara Master Gardeners.  She spoke about the many resources that the MG provide:  an informative website, demonstrations, special talks, classes, and a library.  She handed out information about the upcoming Spring Garden Market on Saturday, April 4.  The website is www.mastergardeners.org. Ann spoke about soil preparation, vegetable gardening, watering, composting, caring for citrus, and more. She handed out information about all of these topics, and then answered questions.

10. The meeting adjourned at about 8:30 pm.

Minutes submitted by Jenny Bixby, secretary.

