Primrose Neighborhood Association

Quarterly Meeting, Nov. 13, 2008, 7-8:30pm
West San Jose Community Center

Attendees: Jenny Bixby, Belinda Lee, Louise Wikey, Darrel Linthacum, Henry Castillo, Dick Endersbe, Barbara Endersbe, Jean Ridley, Kadema Omerovic, Caroline Prasad, James Sandau, Bob Parker, Barbara Prince, Lori Kahn, and Johanna Byrd.

1. The meeting opened with introductions of all present.

2.  Mary Anne Groen gave a District 1 Council Office update. She reported on the Strong Neighborhood Initiative, which just won a national award. The E-newsletter has over 5000 email recipients. PNA can submit events that we are doing and that information will become part of the calendar and the web calendar. District I is discussing the feasibility of hiring crossing guards for the schools through the police department. Pete Constant is doing a “donate your fat” campaign, raising money for world hunger relief. Anyone can sign up. He’s raised over $1000 for Second Harvest. On Dec 1, 6-8 pm there will be a presentation about the Distinctive Neighborhood Program to protect residential neighborhoods.  Fresh and Easy market will be opening on Saratoga and Payne; Dec. 16 is a hearing for a liquor license.  Dept of Transportation should be contacted for any traffic problems. We can do this as an association: determine time and street, go to the DOT website, and enter requests.  D1 is looking into getting street cleaning signs. Laura Wells is looking into it.

Mary Anne updated us on the farmhouse at the corner of Williams and Hibiscus. The owner hasn’t returned Constant’s calls.  They will keep us posted about planning.  It’s a pump house, not a water tower.   There was a incident with tagging at McDonalds, so they have put a fence up.  If there is tagging, call District 1 office for assistance.  Winchester Master Plan meeting to create several areas to attract retail business—it’s an opportunity to be involved in voicing what we’d like.  You can get put on an e-mail list to get updates about it.

3. Rosamaria Hernandez from the Community Center reported that on Nov. 22 the Blackford NAC is doing a multi- purpose day:  blood bank, Salvation Army; thermometer collection, and e-waste collection for fundraising.  At the last NAC meeting they had elections of new officers. Jan. 8 is the next meeting.

4. Reports were given on recent PNA activities. National Night Out was a big success on August 5.  There were ice cream socials on several streets and two Disaster Prep presentations at the school area. The Nov. 1 Clean-up Day resulted in 12 bags of trash and there was a good turnout.  Daffodils were given to those who had requested them, thanks to a program with San Jose Beautiful.

5.  Dec. 2 there will be disaster prep meeting at the community center.

6.  Barbara Prince, PNA Treasurer, reported that we have a total of $4074.36. Most of the money is earmarked from grants that have to be spent before Feb.  Any remaining funds will be returned.  We’d like to start to fund our own events and not depend on grant money. We discussed doing an e-waste event in the near future. Belinda has registered 23 households as member. $365 was collected for PNA dues.

7. Our guest speaker, Dan Rothenbush from PG&E, gave a talk about gas and electric safety, storms, and power outages.  He gave us lots of very useful information and there were handouts available. He answered questions.

8.  Lori Kahn talked about solar chargers and demonstrated a crank lantern and charger.

Submitted by Jenny Bixby, Secretary 

