Primrose Neighborhood Association Quarterly Meeting

February 12, 2008 at 7:00-8:30 PM

Attendees:  Ron & Lucille Shiels, Jean Ridley, Darrell Linthacum, Kim Kershner, Belinda Lee, Sylvia Hovey, Neil & Caroline Prasad, Lori Kahn, Rodica Schileru, Allen Rudolph, and Johanna Byrd

Special Guests:  Victor Romano from Santa Clara County Vector Control, Mary Anne Groen from District 1 Councilman Pete Contant’s office,  and Bo Melrose from Our City Forest

San Jose Police Dept. update given by Dale Morgan and Gary Drake - Q&A – soliciting info from neighbors about their concerns:

Q: How many officers for the neighborhood?

A: Regular staff of 7 available in “district”, 1 officer per car

Q: Drug use up/down in park?

A: Some drugs but it’s declined over the years.

Q: Burglaries in neighborhood?

A: Up citywide – went down from #1 to #3 safest city”.   Auto thefts, some house break ins –  esp. west of Lawrence Expwy.  Not many burglaries over last few months in our neighborhood.  See www.sjpd.org to get crime reports for any area – enter street, receive graphics and stats.  You can also check crimereports.com.

Q: Increased auto break ins at West Valley College? 

A: Yes. Happening at SJSU also.  Don’t leave anything in car that can be sold.  Burglars can’t resist.

Q: Typical criminals?

A: Young and uneducated.  Fear of crime much higher here.  SJ very safe city.  Helps when neighbors hear about criminal behavior and report.

Q: Gang problems?

A: In pockets.  Quite a bit of graffiti - by high school kids, often caught.  Kids do community service.  Gang members different.  Police are trying to interrupt gang vs gang violence.  Some crime problems, but mostly not in residential area of SJ.

Q: How do you report a crime?

A: If in progress, call 911.  If in past, call 311.  Try to be as specific as possible.

Q: Who’s in charge of Blackford High School?

A: Harker Academy – good kids who go there.  If neighbor sees a “student” out of class, they may call 311 and report truancy.

 
Police:  any particular neighborhood problems?

A: Traffic – especially parents who are late to drop off children at school

Police:  Every now and then schools are “targeted for surveillance”  for a full week -- citation best way to slow people down.

Q: What about speed bumps?

A: Speed bumps didn’t work very well.  Let police know if there is a major concern.  Can do engineering study.

Treasurer Report given by Johanna Byrd (filling in)
-New CAP Grant cycle - $ has to be spent by April unless file for extension.  

-New CAP grant application due in April.

Victor Romano from SCC Vector Control
-Rodents in neighborhood a concern

-Main concern is to keep rodents (rats) out of homes – call us and we’ll tell you how to repair your house so they stay out.

-Harvest fruit – don’t let it sit on ground, particularly citrus

-Don’t use rat poison – rats may die in your house  – breeds lots of flies. Use traps instead; peanut butter is a good bait.

-Questions about several houses on Daffodil where large rats have been sighted.

- Hibiscus and Manzanita have reported problems.  School problems?  Dumpsters can be a problem if undersized or left open.

-Some trapping available for bigger pests – skunks, raccoons, etc, but have to prove a health problem through onsite residence

-Get rid of steady rain water to control mosquitoes – need to be aware of West Nile Virus hazard; call if green pools, etc.

SJ District 1 update given by Mary Anne Groen
- New Neighborhoods Commissions forming composed of neighborhood representatives to advise mayor and city council.

- SJ facing big budget shortfall.

- SJ looking for volunteers to join various boards and commission.

- Handouts / notes passed to audience.

- Concern over high school swimming pools and access to them by public – what has happened to the $ for the pools – Naylor Bill should provide specific funds – what has happened to the $?  (Darrell).

Mary Anne suggested that Darrell apply to be on the Parks and Recreation Commission.

Bo Melrose from Our City Forest spoke to us:
- Lori Kahn reported the results from the recent street survey done in Primrose.  There are lots of missing street trees in our neighborhood- at least 70!

- OCF looks for ways to increase city forests and build sense of community.

- There’s an application to get a “free” tree for individual residences.  Must sign a contract to care for tree for at least 3 years.

- Park plantings possible too.

- If someone from the neighborhood collects at least 15 applications, we can schedule a planting day for the neighborhood. OCF will bring the trees and help plant them on that day including getting the permits to plant the trees.

- Further discussion continued about the trees in our neighborhood and how to get them planted.

Disaster Preparedness update given by Johanna Byrd

-SJ Prepared developing 2-hour course in different languages.

-Silicon Valley Community Foundation Grant expires 5/30.  Will try for an extension.

-Meet on “block level” – need to host meetings on each street to spread info.

-Need to find out people who speak “other languages” – need to help them in order to encourage those people to come to meetings.

Darrell’s Flashlight presentation
-Could be useful for emergency

Minutes submitted by Johanna Byrd (Thanks to Allen Rudolph for taking the notes for us!)

