Primrose Neighborhood Association

 Quarterly Meeting Minutes

 November 8, 2007 from 7:00-8:30 PM

13 Neighborhood Attendees: Johanna Byrd, Dick and Barb Endersbe, Lori Kahn, Wai Lau, Belinda Lee, Marie McCarthy, Kadema Omerovic, Neil and Caroline Prasad, Jean Ridley, Rodica Schileru and Olivia Vaz.

Police Update was given by Officer Mark Berretta.

1. Residential burglaries – few near San Jose & Cupertino borders.  Happened during day, work hours.  5 people caught from fingerprints.  Use padlocks on side gates, wooden dowels for windows and sliding doors, and security lights to be more secure.

2. Gang activity – some in Winchester – David – Eden area

3. Auto burglaries – down.  Primarily Hondas and 1980s Toyota Camrys.  Get steering wheel lock to be more secure.


Concerns raised by attendees:

1.  Recent Toys R Us incident (mother & child accosted) – with date, we can get update from police

2.  Speeding on Daffodil & Hibiscus – laser radar is an option.  Police will come out if given a time.

3.  People going through garbage & recycle – call 311, shred personal info, it is against the law, police will cite offenders

4.  FBI agent in area recently – why?  Given a date, police can find out.  Probably had a search warrant.

5.  Call 311 to find out if service worker in neighborhood is legitimate.  Rash of residential burglaries by 2 Hispanic males dressed up as Water Co. workers.  Targeted elderly & handicapped.

Announcements
1. We need email addresses for PNA residents.

2. 859 Daffodil – wandering dog tearing up lawn.  Bulldog mix?  Anyone know about this?

3. Spray painting on corner curbs in our area is in prep. for curb cutouts.  Should be done early next year.

4. We applied for BRICC award, but didn’t get it.  Awarded to Burbank, Willow Glen, & River Oaks neighborhoods at the UNSCC conference.

Membership status – 32 households paid.  We received $155 for Dumpster day, did well.

Treasurer update – $963.77 in savings, $4500 in checking.  Olivia is moving out of the area in Jan. We need another treasurer.  Caroline Prasad volunteered.  We have been approved for a CAP grant for the next year.  In the current CAP cycle we have had: BBQ, Dumpster Day, 3 quarterly meetings.

Disaster Preparedness update – San Jose Prepared! classes are being revamped and we should hear more in January.  Residents are encouraged to attend First Aid, CPR, and HAM radio classes.  PNA has grant money to pay for these classes.  Johanna will see if she can arrange for a 2 hour disaster preparedness class to be offered for PNA at the West Valley Community Center in the next couple months.  We need at least 10 attendees to do this.

Discovery Charter School presentation given by Steve Fiss (Superintendent) & Barbara Vella (school board Chair)

Highlights:

· 365+ students current enrollment

· K-8 grades

· Unique approach – modeling & support with different age ranges; unique relationship with families

· Why charter?  Open to all students.  Can design school around theme or interest.  Here it is parent participation.

· 63% enrollment is from Moreland schools, rest from Santa Clara County & a few outside the county

· Small class sizes: 4th-8th max 25 students, under 4th max 20.

· Enrollment will stay at 450 max.

· Spanish and P.E. for everyone.

· Parent Academy trains parents to help in school.

· School is located next to Anderson; requires compromises (bells, access,… more cars with parent participation)

· Extra costs?  $ for enrichment classes, time helping.

· Standardized test results?  900+ last year.

· Looking for permanent site.

· You can apply now.  Jan/Feb tours.  April- lottery.  Moreland residents have priority.

District 1 update – Mary Anne Groen is a new Council assistant to Councilmember Pete Constant supporting neighborhood groups. Pete Constant is available during “office hours” each month on the 3rd Thurs. 10:30 – 11:30 at the Cypress Sr. Center and on the 4th Wed. 6:30 – 8pm at the West Valley Community Center.

Next meeting – Feb. 12, 2008.  We are considering who to have as a guest speaker.  Residents are encouraged to provide topics of interest.  Suggestions given:  Green initiative (Tom Quigley), prep. for winter (Tim Tom), using solar energy , controlling rats in neighborhood (Vector Control? – Johanna will call to see if this is an option).    

