PNA Meeting Minutes

May 8, 2007, 7:00 – 9:00pm 

Attendees:  Lori Kahn, Dominic Guido, Carl E. Jones, Marie McCarthy, Darrell Linthacum, Ralph & Johanna Byrd, Jim Stamper, Kim Kershner, Abbie Oey, Margie & John Toy, Rodica Schileru, Ron & Lucille Shiels, Neil Prasad.

Special Guests:  San Jose Police Officers Lovecchio and Roberto, San Jose City Councilmember Pete Constant and his assistant Crystal Morrow.

San Jose Police Update:

After the neighborhood attendees were introduced, Police Officer Lovecchio and Officer Roberto were introduced.  Officer Lovecchio has been on the force for 27 years.  He informed us that traffic is a top issue in San Jose.  We are in a “good district”.  There is no more crime here than in other areas of San Jose.  Recently, there has been a spike in the number of burglaries, primarily during the day and some late at night.  Apartment complexes are especially susceptible to burglaries.  Burglaries tend to follow a pattern:  a number of burglaries occur in an area, then suspects are caught, then burglaries die down in that area.

To protect your home from being burglarized, keep windows closed.  Minimize trees and shrubs close to the house; these are easy for someone to hide in.  Make note of any strangers in the neighborhood.  If you see a suspicious person, make note of this person’s eyes, facial hair, height, and other distinctive features.  Install outdoor lights and motion detectors.  Dogs are great too!

Traffic is always a controversial issue.  San Jose is the safest city in America, yet we have a 1/5000 ratio of officer to people.  Since 1970 the number of officers assigned to the Traffic Commission has NOT increased.  Officers assigned move around the city.  Message:  “squeaky wheel gets the grease.”  Report concerns by phone (call San Jose Police Dept. Traffic Enforcement Unit at 277-4341).  Letters are ok too (address to Commander of Traffic Enforcement at 201 West Mission in San Jose.)  Be specific (time of day, location, what happens.)  The more who report a problem the better.  Call every week for your problem to be assigned a higher priority. 

There are gangs in our area, but right now they are “in check”.  The police are proactive and forceful.  San Jose has a Crime Prevention Program, STOP program in apartment complexes – trespassers can be sited and taken away.

One of our neighbors mentioned the problem at Hibiscus and Manzanita where it seems 80% of the cars heading to the school on Hibiscus do not stop at the intersection in the mornings.  Officer Lovecchio said tickets could be issued, and kids can be given safety education.  Also, there is a School liaison unit (277-5263).  This unit can contact the school principal and have the school warn parents before citations are issued.

One neighbor asked if it is legal to carry a stun gun in the car.  Officer Lovecchio answered “yes, it’s how you use it that matters”.  What about guns in the house?  Answer:  legal if you are not a felon.  The problem is when people don’t know how to use them.  Safety courses are important!  Contact the Crime Prevention Unit for information on courses.  Some are free, some are not.

Announcements:


Lori announced an upcoming meeting on Home & Family Disaster Preparedness to be held Tuesday June 26th at the West San Jose Community Center.  For those who missed the Red Cross presentation last August, this would likely cover similar material.  One neighbor suggested using the water from the hot water heater to drink if there is a disaster.


One neighbor asked when the next Dumpster day would be.  Answer: in the Fall.

San Jose City Councilmember Pete Constant was introduced.

· Lives on other side of San Tomas Expwy.  Grew up here (30years).  Went to Blackford High.

· Spoke on Benefits of Community organization

· Communication key issue

· Several active Neighborhood Associations in the area

· Eden (15+ years)

· Lynhaven

· Social aspect (get to know neighbors)

· Emphasis of Pete’s campaign:  In area covered by Winchester to DeAnza and Stevens Creek to Hamilton only 1/3 has organized neighborhoods.

· Don’t wait for crisis to organize

· Pete is building leadership group (1 or 2 rep’s from each neighborhood in district).  Quarterly meetings to discuss issues.

· More discussion with neighborhood leaders

· What do neighborhoods want from the city?  (Pete has worked every beat in San Jose in his 14 years as a police officer.)

· West San Jose is a good part of the city.  Pete wants to make it better.

· Strength in numbers

· Strong Neighborhood Initiative – highest property increase due to improvements

· Daffodil plantings

· Traffic calming (Eden & Williams – city was going to put in a signal, but a cheaper alternative was found by working with the neighborhood)

· Emergency Preparedness – communication plan to help each other

· Can’t change everything!  E.g. garbage rate increase.

· Setting up website & email lists for neighborhoods.  Will provide templates for newsletters, flyers, etc.

· Pete’s assistant, Crystal, was introduced.  She is assigned to our neighborhood.

· Each councilmember now has an online calendar for constituents to view scheduled meetings.  Pete initiated this.

· Budget – sessions going on now, and they are within $1.2 million of balancing. For the 6th year severe cuts are needed.  See Budget in Brief paper or entire document online.  Expect to see continued deficit for the next 5 years.  Budget meeting for district – date TBA.   June 19, budget to be adopted.  June 14, enhancements can be submitted.

· Garbage rates increased 28% today.  $18.8 million would have to come from somewhere.  Contract was signed by previous council.

· Roads in San Jose are the worse than in the entire county.  District 1 has the worst (gutters & sidewalks buckling, pot holes).   Estimated cost to fix: $460 million in San Jose.  Would take 10 years!   Other maintenance issues:  storm sewers, sanitary sewers, water pollution - $1 Billion.

· Unfunded pension for employees - $1 Billion.

· We can’t keep putting these things off.  We need more income for the city.  Ideas:  sales tax, parcel tax.

One neighbor pointed out the problem with yard waste on the street.  Toxic substances are released into the air and left on the street.  As a neighborhood we may want to push use of cans.  Also, problem with claws of yard waste collection truck was mentioned.  They damage street and curb and spreads waste down the street.  We should get better service.  Pete assured that a new contract is coming in July.  Changes will take time.

Treasurer Report:


$986.12  in checking & savings.


CAP 20 was under budget.  We will give money back to city.

Bylaws:

Lori submitted a proposal to amend our Bylaws, changing the titles of officers to what we call them, and to allow the President to create new offices to assist in spreading the workload of our organization.  The amended Bylaws were approved by a unanimous vote.

Elections:


Positions we have nominees for:  Preparedness Director – Johanna Byrd, Membership Director – Lori Kahn, Webmaster – Neil Prasad.


Rodica agreed to consider nomination as President.  We still need a Treasurer to continue operating, and other volunteers are needed for: Vice President, Secretary, Activity Director, and Newsletter Editor.  We will hold another meeting on 5/24 for another election.  Lori will arrange for use of room in Community Center.  

