Minutes from the Primrose Neighborhood Association Meeting

Prepared by J. Byrd

February 6, 2006 7:00-8:30pm (extended to 9:00pm)

Neighborhood Attendees:  Jack Byers, Ralph & Johanna Byrd, Laura Cain, Marc DeLong, Michael Downey, Cy & Didi Esty, Bill Evansa, Bryce Fowler, Henry Castillo, Dick & Barbara Endersbe, Lori Kahn, Ken Kelly, Kim Kershner, Darrell Linthacum, Terry Murphy, T. Ninomiya, Abbie & Rafael Oey, Jean Ridley, Carol Rouse, Bill & Cindy Sheehan, Jim Stamper, Nhune Tran. 

Guests:  Ken Kelly, from the Blackford NAC, Crystal Morrow, from the Office of Councilmember Pete Constant; Ralph Mize, City Arborist, Lt. Gene Phillips, from the San Jose Police Department.

San Jose Police Lt. Gene Phillips was introduced and he responded to questions.

· Lt. Phillips is the Area Commander for the Western Division of San Jose.  He has worked for the San Jose Police Dept. for 25 years and 5 years in the Sheriff’s office.

· Q & A topics  

· Criminal activity in our area – typical for San Jose

· Speed bumps – Dept. of Transportation looking into “Traffic Calming”

· Photo radar – Controlled by Dept. of Transportation

· Intersection islands – Handled by Dept. of Transportation

· Cell phone number to use for emergency – 408 277-8911

· Recent robberies in our district – not as often as in other parts of San Jose

· Outside lighting at night – lights are good!  Holly bushes and roses too.

· Neighborhood Watch – Call Crime Prevention Unit at 277-4133 to arrange

· For more details see “PNA Meeting of Feb 6, 2007 -  Notes from Q&A with San Jose Police Lt. Gene Phillips”

Announcements were given by PNA President Lori Kahn
· Emergency Preparedness Classes

· Three of our neighbors are currently taking these classes.

· Next set of 5 modules are in March.  $40 covers all 5 classes.

· We have a budget for 7 more enrollments paid for from PNA CAP Grant.

· PNA Website is being set up.  When it is ready, an email will be sent out.

· Next PNA Newsletter will come out in March.

· 1 free ad can be included per PNA member.  Otherwise, $5.00 each ad.

· Email reminder will be coming.

· Clean-up Day is in April.

President of the Blackford NAC (Neighborhood Action Committee), Ken Kelly was introduced.
· Mr. Kelly is also President of the Boynton Neighborhood Association.

· Blackford NAC is the first in San Jose to have its top 10 projects approved.

· One of their projects “Traffic calming” is a city wide issue, and will be addressed with other San Jose neighborhood groups.

· Speed bumps are being considered.

· There are 22 or 23 Neighborhood groups in San Jose.

· PNA is the first group the Blackford NAC has approached.

· Mack Johansen is Chairman of Traffic Calming.  He is looking for a rep. from PNA to work with regarding our concerns.  Mr. Johansen’s # is 408 489-9389.  He can also be reached via email, mjohsa222@sbcglobal.net.

· Anyone from our neighborhood can attend the Blackford NAC meetings.

Crystal Morrow, from the Office of Councilmember Pete Constant was introduced.  She is looking for motto (slogan) submissions, 3-5 words.  Contact the Office of Councilmember Pete Constant.  Forms with phone # are available.

Treasurer Report was given by Abbie Oey.

· Balance in PNA bank account: $1200

· PNA received CAP Grant funds of $3100 for the last cycle.

· Lori just submitted an application for the next cycle, asking for $3600.  This will cover costs such as PNA Newsletter, Clean-up Day, and Disaster Prep. Training.

· For the first time this year, PNA Board solicited membership dues (optional).

· $12.00 per household.

· 28 households currently participating for 2006-7.

· Covers costs not covered by CAP grant, and provides a buffer in our account to pay PNA bills when due before grant money is received.

· Benefits of 2006-7 membership:  BBQ food for 2 adults, participation in Dumpster Day, safety kits for the 1st 15 members, a free ad in PNA Newsletter.

· PNA will solicit again at the BBQ in July for 2007-8 membership.

City Arborist Ralph Mize discussed the tree problems in our area.

· Primary problem is with our street trees, Tulip and Liquidambar.  In mid 1970s Tulip trees with their large canopies were desirable and mostly pest resistant.  In mid 1990s a new pest came to San Jose, the Tulip tree scale.  This insect feeds on tree sap and causes an extremely sticky substance to fall to the ground and on cars parked below Tulip trees.  Liquidambar trees produce seed balls in aggravating numbers.  The roots from these trees also cause problems with raised sidewalks.

· San Jose City Arborists have been working with University of California on a biological control of the Tulip scale.  Initial experiments are inconclusive, and experiments continue.  Several methods of control were discussed.

· Homeowners are responsible for managing problematic trees.   Permits are required before a homeowner can plant, prune, or remove a tree from the public right of way.  

· If you remove a tree from public property (e.g. street tree) without a permit, you can be cited.  Citation is $500 - $2000 depending on size of trunk (6”-24”).  Anyone can anonymously report non-permit removal of a tree.  Permits are free for pruning or removing street trees.
· If you remove a tree from private property (e.g. your back yard), you need a permit from the City Planning Dept. if the tree trunk 2ft. above the ground is larger than 18” in diameter.  Cost of permit is approx. $243.  Neighbors within 300 ft. need to be notified.

· Bond issue passed a year or so ago.  City will get money for street resurfacing.  Trees must be pruned 1st to protect equipment.  Some funds will be available for the next few years.

· In the future, PNA can apply for a grant to help with cost of tree replacement.  This will require srveying the neighborhood and volunteer support.  There also may be other grants we can apply for.

· More details from this discussion may be found in “PNA Meeting of Feb 6, 2007 - Notes from City Arborist’s Discussion”

Minutes from the PNA Meeting, Feb 6, 2007

1


