PNA Meeting of Feb 6, 2007

Notes from Q&A with San Jose Police Lt. Gene Phillips
Prepared by J. Byrd

Lt. Phillips is the Area Commander for the Western Division of San Jose.  He has worked for the San Jose Police Dept. for 25 years and 5 years in the Sheriff’s office.

In the San Jose Police Department, there are 4 divisions: Western, Northern, Southern, and Foothill.  Within each division there are districts.  We are in “Nora” district.  Within Nora there are 6 beats each with a set of officers.  Sergeant Drake is responsible for these beats.

Q:  Is there any criminal activity in our neighborhood which stands out right now?

A:  No.  Though there have been some break-ins and auto thefts in this area recently, this is not any different than in other areas of San Jose.  Gang activity is lower here than some areas of San Jose.

Q.  What is the story on getting speed bumps?

A.  Fire Dept. is against them because 10,000 of water in their trucks slosh around as they go over the bumps.  They don’t really help a lot.  “Traffic Calming” is the new buzz word.  In some San Jose neighborhoods, islands have been used (for example at an intersection) to slow down traffic.  The Department of Transportation is looking into Traffic Calming.  If you have a problem on your street with speeders, call the San Jose Police Traffic Enforcement to get someone to check it out.  Beware that if you speed, you could get a ticket too!

Q.  What about photo radar?

A.  The Dept. of Transportation has a limited number of photo radars, and they are rotated.  Police dept. does not have any control over them.  If interested, contact the Dept. of Transportation.

Q.  What about using intersection islands?

A.  Requires an investigation by the Dept. of Transportation, not the Police Dept.  Near Luther Burbank School there is one.  This is in the county, not in San Jose city.  It’s an issue of funds.

Q.  What number should one use on a cell phone in an emergency?

A.  In San Jose, the number is 408 277-8911.  Cell phone companies have been mandated by the end of 2007 to direct 911 calls made from San Jose directly to San Jose.   Sprint is doing this already.  Other cell phone companies should by the end of the year.  Until your cell phone company makes this change, if you dial 911 using your cell phone, your call will be received in Vallejo and will be transferred through several links to finally get to San Jose, causing a delay.  Dialing 277-8911 will get you directly to San Jose.

Q.  What about recent robberies in our district?

A.  One neighbor recalled robberies on Daffodil and Manzanita.  Lt. Phillips answered that robberies do not occur as frequently here as other parts of San Jose, and there are no strings of robberies occurring here.

Q.  Do you have a recommendation for outside lighting at night?

A.  Lights are good!  Lt. Phillips has them on the sides, front, and back of his house.  He also has an alarm.  Motion detectors on the lights can be useful (e.g. to light up side of house when taking out garbage).   Holly bushes have painful spikes.  They are good to deter unwanted visitors.  Keep them trimmed.  Rose bushes are good as well.

Q.  Neighborhood Watch is good, but seems there has not been too much about this recently.

A.  PNA actually has had a number of Neighborhood Watch meetings, and this is encouraged.  To get more information, call the San Jose Police Dept. Crime Prevention Unit at 277-4133. 
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