Minutes from the Primrose Neighborhood Association Meeting

November 16, 2006 7:00-9:00pm

14 Attendees (12 households represented): Jenny Bixby, Johanna Byrd, Henry Castillo, Cy & Didi Esty, Lori Kahn, Kim Kershner, Darrell Linthacum, Abbie & Rafael Oey, Jean Ridley, Ken Rosenfeld, Jim Stamper, Louise Wikey and Rosamaria Hernandez, Community Coordinator for Blackford Strong Neighborhoods.
We enjoyed a delicious turkey dinner from Boston Market.  Thanks Lori!

Sergeant Drake from the San Jose Police Department introduced himself.  A few issues were discussed.  Traffic is a big concern in our area.  A woman was recently killed on Payne.  A grocery store will be going in, details to follow (per Rosamaria).
  One resident in our neighborhood discovered that someone had rifled through her unlocked car in the driveway last Tuesday night and stole a digital camera.  Some neighbors are concerned about the homeless going through garbage on our streets.  They are throwing garbage all over.  ID theft is a concern as well.  A large RV has been parked in the neighborhood at the Harker Academy on Blackford.  Neighbors should call the police if we notice such a vehicle being moved around the neighborhood.

San Jose Prepared! classes  begin in January.  We need 5 teams from our neighborhood to be prepared for a disaster.  This requires training.  The cost is $10 per module.  There are 5 modules (the 5th is free).  PNA has budgeted for 10 people to take all 5 modules through the CAP Grant.  Pay for the class, save receipts, and you will be reimbursed for the cost.  

An update from the Blackford NAC Top Ten priority meeting held Nov 9th was given.  They discussed the next set of top 10 priorities.

  #1 priority is street trees:  liquid amber (roots) and tulip (fungis). Kim spoke to the city arborist who said they are studying the tulip tree issue.  Liquid amber trees with roots that break the sidewalk need to be taken out due to law-suits from falls.  The NAC will do an assessment of the street trees again.  Primrose was not includedfor the last assessment.  Dan Kahn of the Primrose neighborhood volunteered to lead the NAC effort!  Can we apply for grant to remove/replace trees or for liquid injection?  One neighbor received a letter that looked official stating that her tulip tree needed to be sprayed next March.  It may be a scam.  Rosamaria went through 2 years of the spraying and injections, but it didn’t work.  Life expectancy of these trees is about 50 years.
Other Top Ten priorities include:
  #_ drainage (standing water on streets)

  #_ gateway piece at Boynton & Williams

  #_ survey re: trees, gutters, storm drains

  #_ Col. Gardens / Underwood rehab project

  #_ finish Mapleleaf Centr (Fed. Funding)

  #_ emergency plan (PNA is identified as an example)

Rosamaria handed out some flyers.  Public Forums – they want a response from the community.  Gang Awareness Presentation, Nov.30, 2006.  List of Important Phone Numbers.  Rosamaria is available at the Community Center for questions.

Website Training. Our neighbor Neil Prasad  attended the NDC website training this month and volunteered to help set up the Primrose website.  One idea from him was to setup web cameras on each street so we can identify criminals in the act when there is a break-in. However, an example in San Francisco was noted where neighbors complained about violation to their civil liberties.  We need to be careful about considering this option.
CAP Grant.  The next CAP grant application is out with a due date of January 12th.  Rosamaria thinks we may not be eligible since we currently have a CAP grant.  Need to check if the CAP cycle has changed.
Treasurer Report.  Oct. 31 mid-year CAP grant report due Nov 30th.  On budget:  BBQ, dumpster day.  Bal in checking account: $1026.11.  Savings:  $396.29.  CAP funding: $3095.  CAP funding spent: $2364.85.  San Jose Prepared! is next big item: $400.  We have 28 memberships.  Website is currently not a covered item by the CAP grant.  Abbie collected volunteer hours.

Neighbor Darryl Lithicum, Chemistry teacher at West Valley College, spoke to us about Hazardous Materials and how we can be safe in the home.  Handouts distributed - “Factors that Make a Material Hazardous (in California).”
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