Minutes from the Primrose Neighborhood Association

November 10, 2005

7-8:30pm

Attendees: 9 households represented: Lori Kahn, Ralph and Johanna Byrd, Kim Kershner, Carol Linthacum, Jack Byers, Carol Rouse, Abbie and Rafael Oey, Henry and LaVern Castillo, Jean Ridley

Police Report Update

Captain Richard Fairhurst and Officer Gene Phillips talked about recent crime in the area.  

There have been several burglaries outside of our immediate neighborhood, in the early morning when residents are home.  Thieves enter through unlocked doors/windows, looking primarily for cash and credit cards, and no one has been hurt.  Locking doors and windows, window track locks, motion sensor lights and alarms are protection options.

Auto burglaries can be reduced by not leaving valuable items visible inside your car.

Some neighbors expressed concerns of high speed cut-through traffic (non-residents using residential streets to avoid Saratoga Avenue).  The officers agreed to look into this.

The officers clarified that 911 calls do not have to be life or death situations.  A 911 call to report suspicious activity may prevent a dangerous situation or solve a crime.

To report an emergency from a cell phone, for a faster response, dial 277-8911.

Recent Accomplishments/Treasurer Report
Neighborhood Clean Up Day on October 1 was successful.

Three homes hosted Halloween Safety Centers, where glow necklaces and safety information cards were distributed to trick-or-treaters.

A newsletter was published.  If you would like to share information about yourself or contribute other content, contact Lori Kahn at 260-1707.

Treasurer Gina Castillo was not present, so there was no treasurer report.  We have not yet been billed for the summer barbeque insurance.

American Medical Response

Three representatives from AMR talked about ambulance services.

911 call first response is by the Fire Department, which includes at least 1 paramedic.  The fire department assesses the situation and determines the required ambulance response time of 8 or 20 minutes.  A person will be taken to their chosen hospital if they are medically stable.

Common preventable emergencies include: motorcycle/bike/skateboard accidents where a helmet was not worn; reckless driving; not taking required medications.

In case of emergency, have your medical history and medications list available at home and in your wallet.  The Vial of Life is available at every fire station.  It contains this information, and is kept in the refrigerator, where paramedics will look for it.

If you are driving and see an ambulance behind you, safely pull over to the right side.

Program I.C.E. “In Case of Emergency” into your cell phone to assist emergency personnel in finding your emergency contact name and phone number.

San Jose Prepared program overview by neighbor Johanna Byrd

Johanna Byrd has attended a series of San Jose Prepared disaster response classes.  We may be able to have the instructor give classes if we have enough interested neighbors.  We tentatively decided to try to arrange a class on the second Thursday of January 2006, in the evening.  Rosamaria Hernandez will help set this up.

The most important messages of the training were to have a family plan, and a neighborhood plan/teams.  Check your home for hazards.

Johanna has materials that can be shared with neighbors.  

If you are interested in getting copies of materials, or attending a class in January, contact Lori Kahn at 260-1707.

Next Quarterly Meeting: Thursday, February 9, 2006 Location To Be Determined

Rosamaria Hernandez will reserve a meeting space.

Starbird Community Center will close December 2.  The new community center at Williams and Boynton should open at the end of March 2006.  This center will include a SJPD substation.
